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PREFACE er ran TRANSLATOR, = 


HREATENED with invaſion by our ancient and inveterate ene- 

4 mies, who are emboldened in their ambitious projets by un- 

ſucceſs upon the Continent, and who have navghtily 
refuſed to negotiate with us upon an equitable footing, I think 


incumbent upon me to lay before my countrymen an authentis 
would be | 


ſtatemenc of the calamities to whi 


mould the invaders unexpeRtedly make d a landing, and for a 


mort time maintain their ground upon any part of this iſland, 
renn or and partial advan 
tages would be followed by their ſpeedy and total overthrow, and 


that Britons tand in need of no incentives to induce them to 


the aſſaults of their enemies with vigour and alacrity z but 
as ſeveral of our news-papers have, throughout the war, perſiſted 
in praiſing the reglorny ns ny French diſcipline, and 
have ſely repreſented t ican armies as the 
of the ink ious try and morkenion I feel it don 


countera& the of ſuch ill-founded applauſe, and ſuch wil. 


ful miſrepreſentation, by publiſhing the following detail of the 
cruelties inflifted by the French officers and ſoldiers, not only u 
the rich and the 8 but upon every claſs of —— 


in the countries where they have carried their ſuc "I 
will not do my countrymen the injuſtice to ſuppoſe, that many of 


2 


| that they r chief glory in violating every principle 
religion an every thing that is dear 
to ſociety, and neceſſary to the of man. Andif 


amo ritons ſome who have 
F principles, introduced and ſu 
more likely to produce general 


deluded into a belief 


—äͤ— <-> EE ͤ ꝙW“—!Liꝛ 


| es ace 


5 rr. ———f 


| 4 £ | 
(4) 


VA 


| The fub vent detail is ſelected from a much more copious + 


collection of facts, taken by the magiſtrates from the ſufferers in 
ſeveral diftrifts, by order of their reſpective governments, and 
publiſhed under the ſanction of their authority; and the original 
was lately ſent'to me by a gentleman of Stuttgard, in the duchy of 
Wirtemberg, of the moſt unqueſtionable veracity, whole ſituation 
and employment enable him to procure information, and to ſpeak 
with certitude, and who aſſured me that the account was perfectly 
conformable to truth, and wholly free from exaggeration. I am 
not ignorant however, that in detiance of ſuch reſpectable teſti- 
mony,-and notwithſtanding the details carry with them the ſtrong- 
eſt internal evidence of authenticity, ſome of our too licentious— 


news-papers will malevolently repreſent this ſelection as a tiſſue of | 


falſchoods and improbabilities, fabricated in this country by ſome 
venal paniſan of adminiſtration, for the purpoſe of alarming the 
well- affected. and increaſing the amount of the voluntary contri- 
butions ; but it has been already amply evinced that Britiſh 
public ſpirit and liberality do not require excitement by ſuch un- 
worthy devices; and I requeſt the Editors of thoſe news- papers to 
obſerve, that I publiſh with no other view than that of ſerving 
my country to the beſt of my ability; that I am an independent 
man, unconnected with any, and unknown to moſt of the mem- 


bers of adminiſtration ; and that holding French principles in ex- 


treme r I mm it wy bounden duty to wn 3 check- 
ing their bai progreſs, and in pourtraying their profeſſors and 
ſupporters in the colours which their — 


ve. 


The original account contains a variety of names of obſcure 
towns and perſons, which were neceſſary for the ſatisfaftion. of 
the Germans, and eſpecially of thoſe more immediately in the 
neighbourhood of the injured diſtricts, but which I have omit- 
"ted, together with much repetition of facts, as they would only 
—.— the attention of the Reader, without adding to his in- 

er mation. 


In relating ſome of the horrid actions of the French, I have 
' endeavoured, I hope with ſucceſs, to couch them in'fuch terms as 
will not prove offenſive to the ear of delicacy and of modeſty ; 
and 1 truſt that no apology will be deemed neceffary for the 
ſtrong expreſſions frequently applied to the perpetrators of crimes 
' hitherto without example, and deſerving the ſevereſt animad- 

© verſion that it is in the power of language to beſtow. - 


I I conclude with the hope that I ſhall not have written in vain, 
und that my countrymen vill g excuſe the inaccuracies of- a 


Wer 
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ious practices ſo well 
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FRENCH CRUELTY. 


INTRODUCTION, 


EFORE we commence a detail of the various 
enormities committed. by a faithleſs and rapacious 
enemy, it is neceſſary to ſtate, that they were for the 
moſt part perpetrated after a convention had been agreed. 
upon and ſigned, and after great ſacrifices had been 
made, with the hope of protecting the inhabitants; 


„The French croſſed the Rhine upon the 23d and 
24th of June 1796, and the convention was ſigned - 


ſrure } upon the 17th, the 25th, and the 27th of July, including 
1 the the diſtricts where the following outrages were after- 
mit- | wards committed. Several proclamations were alſo iſ- 
only F fucd by the enemy, aſſuring the inhabit. nts that their 
m religion, property, perlons, laws, rights, and cuſtoms, 
IS ſhould be reſpotied and preſerved inviolate; and the 
have | fame aflurances were publicly and ſolemnly given to the 
8 20 ſubjects of the houſe of Auſtria, in the circle of Suabia. 
, {41 But it will be ſeen, that this was only uſed as a maſk, 
imes under which the enemy might act with greater certainty 
nad. of ſucceſs, and that they were guilty of crimes too atro- þ 
, cious to be credited, were they not atteſted by men of a] 
rain, the moſt indiſputable honour and veracity. The recol- + | 
of a lection of them will for ever be impreſſed®upon the 


minds of the men of Suabia, and the melancholy ſtory 
will be handed down from generation to generation, to 


» | the indelible diſgrace of the lelf-entitled Great Nation. 
1 „ I ſhall 
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1 ſhall think my trouble amply rewarded, ſhould the 


| Feader feel that the enemies of our country would never 


have been degraded to the lowelt ſtage of brutality and 
inhumanity, if the revolution had not extinguiſhed in 
them the laſt ſparks of religion and of virtue; and I ſhall 
be ſatisfied, if the peruſal of theſe ſheets induce my fel- 
low- ſubjects to exclaim with enthuſiaſm, Gon pre- 
ſerve dur Religion, our _—_— our — our 
Ove. and our Fidelity wh : 


The follawing are the e Conditions of the 
ConveNnTION, agreed upon between the Republic 


of FRANCE, the Duke of WikTEMBERG, the 
Margrave of BADEN, and the Circle of SuABIA. 


The duke of Wirtemberg agreed to pay to 


the Republic of France the ſum of four 
millions of livres, of — one million 
was to be paid in ten days, two millions 
in the two following decades, and te 
fourth million in two months n Florins. 
making in German florins 1,83 333 
He alſo agreed to furniſh the Republic with 
4000 horſes of the value of 15 louis one 5: 


makin | - * 665.600 = 1 
And with 209 horſes of the value of 30 | | 
louis each, making - 66, co 


Alſo with 100,000 quintals of bread. corn, 


which, at 8 florins the hundred weight, is= 800,000 _ B 
 —— With 50,000 ſacks of ons, which, at | LY 


8 florins the ſack, is 400,000 : 


| _—_ with 100,000 quintals of bay, which, | 


t 3 florins the cwt. is 300,000 


And with 50,000 pairs of ſhoes, which, at 


a 2 florins the pair, is e 


hs Making in all, the ſum of 7 - 4715,33 B 
\, or 4. 378,120 Sterling, | — a . 


The 


* 
. 
. 
% 


TP * * 
n » * T8 \ 


"Tay 


The M ve of Baden agreed to to 
the Republic two millions of Lox jo | 


46 


tze ſame periods as above, making 916,666 
He alſo agreed to furniſh 1, 400 horfes, each | ; 
of the value of 15 louis, makin - 231,000 © 
| = thy g00 awarh each of the 1 lue of 10 | 
| louis, making 16,000" 
 — alſo 25,000 quintals of bread corn, which, 72 97 
at 8 florins the cwt. is 200, ooo 
— allo 12,000 facks of oats, which, 1 
florins the ſack, is 96,000 
| — alſo 50,000 quintals of hay, which, at 3 | 
florins the cwt. is 10, ooo 
And 25,000 airs of ſhoes, whichat 2 forins | 
| the pany 6 | * 50, 00 
Making in all the ſum * 1,698,666 
* about fe 154424 Sterling, —_— 
| The Circle of Suabia to pay to the EE 
1 % + ic the * of Ra — of livres Florins. 
53 erent early periods, makin - 00,000 
F Alſoto furniſh 400 horſes, each of the value 55 | 
of 3o louis, making - - 132,000 
| —— 4,000 horſes, at 20 louis, making 895 
And 4,000 horſes of the value of 15 hub = 
ee.ach, making 660,000 
* 2 each of the value of 10 
louis, making 550,00 
—1 $9,900 quintals of bread corn,which, | I 3 
at 8 florins the cwt. is - 1,200,009 
—— ioo, ooo ſacks of oats, which, at 8 la- 1 
; rins the ſack, is 800,000 
| ——— $50,000 quintals of bay, which, at 3 S 
florins the ct. is 450,000 /%h 
And 100,000 pairs of ſhoes which at 2 flo- : 2 
rins the pairs is > 200,000, - 


| 10,372,000 * | 


_—_— 
3 | And the.abbeys, convents, and prelates, in 
-* the Cizcle of Suabia, agreed to pay to the 
,. *» Republic the ſum of 7 millions of liyres, 


„ making 


| caſh. 


2 2 8 
9 ** wo. 


8] 


Ls 
, 
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_ : 2 306,333 9 


6 Making in all the ſum of - 13,580,333 
or about . 1, 234,575 Sterling. — — 


So that, in the whole, the French received 


from this 2 province, in money, and LF. Sterling, 
articles of different kinds, the ſum of - 1,767,119 


For theſe great ſacrifices general Moreau promiſed 
*that the perſons and property of the inhabitants ſhould, 
in the ſtricteſt manner, be reſpected and undiſturbed by 
the troops of the Republic; that the ſeveral diſtricts 


ſhould remain under their an pn cuſtomary forms of 


government, and be in no wile moleſted in their religion, 
laws, and cuſtoms ; that what ſhould be delivered to the 


French armies for their ſubſiſtence ſhould, after the con- 
vention was ſigned, he confidered as part of the ſeveral 


contributions ſo * to; and that what the ſoldiers 
ſhould purchaſe of individuals ſhould be paid for in 


We ſhall now fee how righteouſly theſe promiſes were - 


pertormed, 


At the clcſe of July 1796, the French army, in two 
columns, drew nigh to the Auſtrian territories in Suabia 
and upon the third of Auguſt, the advanced guard of the 
right wing of the army of the Rhine and Moſelle, com- 
mended by brigadier general Abbatucci, appeared be- 
tore Altort, the chief town of the Auſtrian government; 


whilit the general of diviſion Ferino (who, before the re- 
volution, had been a ſubaltern officer in the Imperial re- 


iment of Bender) advanced at the head of the main 
— towards Aulendorf, and the column under the 
con mand of the general of diviſion Tarreau, marched. 
towards the lake of Conſtance, and ſpread itſelf over the 


'  p8djacent country. The number of perſons in the Au- 


ſtrian 
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fin territory, who conſidered the French us'a fort of _** 
. demi-gods, come to deliver them from fancied ills, ang 


from alFthe duties of a ſubject, and to procure them the 
enjoyment of the moſt unbridled liberty. and equality, 
was far from inconſiderable; and the neighbouring tons 


diſcovered ſymptoms of a diſpoſition but too fayourable 


to the enemy, and prejudicial to the Imperial eye But 
I 


the appearance of the French in their own undiſguiſed 
form, and the barbarous exceſſes which announce — = 
accompanied their intentions, by betraying their r i 


views, cauſed a ſpeedy change in the ſentiments of the 


1 peaſantry, in which they were ſoon joined by the inhabi- 


tants of the towns, 


Upon the 4th of Auguſt, Ferino required from the- pb 


town of Altorf a 22 of 300 louis for himſelf and 


7 the officers of his ſtaff, for which he promiſed his future 


protection to that place and its inhabitants. In like 


manner Tarreau extorted 125 louis from five ſmall. 
villages, whilſt his worthy colleague Stouhlen, the com- 


miſſary at war, at the ſame time impoſed the moſt exor- 
bitant contributions of proviſions and clothing, the greater 
part of whiqh he ſold, and then exacted the delivery of 

ſimilar articles. Such oppreſſive conduct, joined to the 
ravages of the ſoldiery and their inhuman treatment of 


3 the inhabitants, ſo enraged the peaſantry, that they took 
up arms to oppoſe force by force, and ſome villagers ac- 


tually attacked a detachment of 30 men belonging to the 
brigade of general Rouſſeau, who had, during their vile 
y kill 


committed a variety of exceſſes, and of whom the 
five, wounded ſeveral, and put the reſt to flight, Upon 


the 8th of Auguſt this account was brought to that 
general, who was then at Altorf, and who ordered the 
ſtricteſt ſearch to be made for the ringleaders, when fix 


55 2 1N9 J were brought before him, and every one trem- 


led for their lives, and the ſafety of their vilags But 
Rouſſeau acted with more humanity and juſtice than 


rhaps any other general in the French army would 
— done on ſuch an occaſion; for after confining the 
peaſants during ſeveral days, he reckoned as part of their 
| puniſhment their conſtant apprehenſion of approaching 
death, and diſcharged them, * requiring and receiving 


+03 


: an oblation of 200 louis, which were readily given to hin, 1 


with great admiration of his lenity. = 
Tue prudence and activity of the chief magiſtrate had 
ſaved Altorf from much oppreſſion, and its future fecu- 


. * rity was thought to be enſured by the appearance of an 
Imperial detachment upon the 29th of September, which 
was received with the greateſt joy by the inhabitants, 


when their hopes were moſt cruelly diſappointed by a 


dreadful engagement upon the followin wy For the 

| Auſtrian general Klingling, at the head of 2400 men, 
| having taken a poſition in the neighbourhood of Altorf, 
and his advanced guard having repulſed a patrole of ſixty 
French huſſars, this ſkirmiſh gave time for the main 

. body of the French under general Ferino to advance, 


when the engagement ſoon became ſerious and general, 


and the Auſtrians having planted their artillery upon a 
hill ſouth of the town, the French in three columns, to 
the number of 10,000, puſhed forward in front of the 
4 and of a tremendous cannonade with ſuch vi- 
gour, that the Auſtrians were under the neceflity of re- 
treating. Still however they continued to engage 2 | 
e neigh- 


grout bravery in the ſtreets of Altorf, upon 
uring heights, and within the walls of the Benedictine 
abbey of Weingarten, in hopes that they ſhould be re- 


| Inforced by general Mercantin, according to the plan 


mme engagement; for 500 of the enemy, burning with | 
rage and greed of plunder, ruſhed — the convent, 
rifled every coffer and every cloſet, ranfacked every 


the ſame were carrying on in the town of Altorf, and 


which had arranged. But ſuch were the force aud. 


ſituation of the French army, that general Mercancin 


was not even able to inform Klingling of the obſtacles 


which prevented the intended junction; and to this is to. 


be attributed the ill ſucceſs of the day. 
The abbey ſuffered ſeverely both during and after 


room from the t to the cellar, deftroyed the 
eateſt of the furniture, beat and wounded 
e prieſts and their attendants, robbed them of the 


money in their pockets, and carried away all the plate, 


nnen, cloth, leather, and other articles, exclaiming, 
that it was their lawful booty, During theſe tranſactions, 


many 


. 
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% 1 But this was only a prelude to greater and continued 
ad | perſecution; for during five long and ſorrowſul days 


* 9 


us were the town and convent abandoned to the extortions - 
an of the commiſſaries and officers, and to the exceſſes and 
ich } rapacity of the ſoldiers. It ſeemed as if hell * . 
its, and diſcharged upon Altorf its moſt reprobate 4 
y 4 execrable demons; for there is no enormity, however hor- | 
the rible, that was not perpetrated during painfully me- 
en, morable days, | ; 

ri; The troops had no ſooner quitted the abbey, than the 
.- £8 commiſſaries appeared there for the purpoſe of plundering 
ain in the name of the French Republic, by exacting the 
ce, moſt unheard of contributions, which were extorted by 
al, force of arms, and under menaces of tion and 

| A the ſword. The whole flock of corn, of different kinds, 
to all the cattle, all the wine and ſpirits, and, in ſhort, all the 
he neceſſaries of life, were ordered to be delivered, either at 
1 the camp or into the hands of thoſe privileged locuſts. 
e One loaded waggon ſucceeded another, conveying away 
itn the plunder; and at laſt, the empty caſks, lacks, and 
h- common houſehold furniture were carried off, the horſes 
ne were ſtolen out of the fields, many of the articles were 
e ſold or wantonly 22 and others were inſiſted upon 
an in their ſtead. The fury of theſe banditti — þ in 
ud. proportion as their booty was diminiſhed by their nu- 
tin merous thefts; and under pretence of ſearching for hid- 
les den treaſure and concealed arms, they were guilty of the 
to moſt barbarous exceſſes. Whoever refuſed te part with 
+ the ſhirt upon his back was conſidered as a conſpirator 
ter againſt the French Republic, accuſed of not being a good 
Ih. - - patriot, and — beaten, or maimed with a broad ſword ; 
ity and the prelate of the abbey was upon the point of being 
ry {f hanged whilſt on his way to entreat the clemency of the 
he | commander in chief, and was ſaved only by the timely 
ed | interference of an officer, who was more than commonly 
he humane. | 
1 In the courſe of the firſt night after the en en 
g f fome of the ſoldiers — pots wantonly 550 fire > 
5» f two houſes in the town, and would not permit any at- 
nd | - temptsto be made to quench the flames. Several other 
w "La A 6 gy houſes 


CS ( an J | ” 
houſes were more than half conſumed by fire, in conſe- 
-quence of their ſcattering red hot coals. and puraing 
candles about the rooms, under the beds, and among 
every heap of combuſtibles they could diſcover, fo that 
nothing but the you vigilance and exertions of the 


proprietors could 
of the town. | 
When Altorf was reduced to ſuch poverty as to afford 
no further temptation to the pillagers, they ſpread them- _ 
ſelves in bands over the ſurrounding country, attacked 
the cottages and habitations of the peaſantry (to whom 
they had promiſed liberty, equality, and affluence) rifled 
their pockets, deſtroyed their furniture, tore up the floors 
of their rooms, cut open the mattreſles and feather beds, 

dug up the ground in the cellars and gardens, turned over 
even the contents of the privies, in hopes of finding ſome 
concealed treaſure, returned fix or ſeven times to the 
fame houſes, and never quitted them until they had left 
nothing behind them but the bare walls. Oxen, cows, 
and ſwine were either driven off, cut in pieces upon the 
ſpot, or left cruelly mutilated ; geeſe and poultry were 
carried away either dead or alive; and ſuch proviſions as 
could not either be conſumed or conveyed away were 
trodden under foot, or mixed with ſand, aſhies, and or- 
dure; nor did theſe ruffians ſpare even the ſtores of bread, 
which it is uſual in that country to keep dried for con- 
ſumption in the winter. Many cellars were left half full 
of wine, which had run from the caſks they wantonly 
had ſtaved; and the houſes were long afterwards impreg- 
nated with the vapour of the brandy which they had 
oured about the rooms in the moſt waſteful manner. 
hey deſtroyed even the milk-pails and all the appen- 
dages of the dairy; and in many dwellings there was 
not even a bunch or a chair unbroken, The peaſants 
were ſometimes threatened with immediate death, and 
ſometimes put to extreme torture, in order to procure a 
diſcovery of money and othcr valuables, which they were 

+ accuſed of having concealed ; and many were ſeverel 

wounded and crippled, either by muſket balls, blows wit 
the but-ends of the figelocks, or ſtrokes of 2 
* 55 T 


ve prevented the entire deſtruction 


| Ford, The deepeſt and molt apparent poverty was 4 
even a protection againſt them; for beggars 2 3 


on . Ce 


d of their rags; and the number of thoſe who were 


| left without a ſhirt upon their backs is by no means in- 
_ conſiderable. Grey hairs and liſping infancy, the ſick, 


diſorders, were able to ſet boun 
brutal luſt; and ten, twelve, and even twenty of theſe 


the dying, and even women in labour, were alike ex- 


oſed to the moſt inhuman treatment, and were dragged * * 
— their beds, kicked about, and frequently woun 
under pretence that they were the keepers of conceal 
treaſure, The women and children, who attempted to 
eſcape, were purſued, plundered, and violated; and girls 


from ten to twelve years of age were deprived of their 


innocence and health by theſe republican barbarians, 
Neither age nor infirmity, nor yet the moſt offenſive 
s to their more than 


depraved wretches are known ſucceſſively to have grati- 


ficd their paſſions with the ſame object, whilſt their 


ſhameleſs colleagues either kept guard at the door, or 


held loaded gion and fixed bayonets at the head of the 
_ unhappy ſu 
garten did theſe cannibals commit the ſame horrid crimes, 


erer. Even in the infirmary near Wein- 


and outrage perſons ſuffering under the moſt diſguſting 
maladies, and ſuch as preclude them from communica- 


tion with the reſt of mankind, But delicacy forms no 


rt of the character of the French republican ; for at 

leidenheim they uſed as ſpits for their meat the iron 
ſpikes upon which they had found the heads of ſome latel 
executed malefactors, and made their fire with the whe 


upon which the corpſes had been expoſed, Even the 


bodies of young women, who had expired under their 
barbarity, and of women who but a few hours before 


had been in labour, were made uſe of to ſatiate the infer- 
nal luſt of theſe monſters in human ſhape, degraded far 
beneath the beaſts of the field. With menaces of flaugh- 
ter, with blows, with unſheathed ſabres, and with loaded 


muſkets, they enforced univerial ſubmiſſion; and dread- 


ful was their revenge when their inclinations were re- 


ſiſted, Whilſt they were plundering, deſtroying, dif- 


 honouring, and committing ſuch excelles as humanity 


 thudders to relate, at the village of Ingoldingen, ”_ 
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de ſecord-to the fourth of October, fix or eight volun- 


teers ruſhed into the houſe of Jacob Furſt, a farmer, 
- Whoſe wife they ill-treated, and threatened with inftant 


death if ſhe refuſed to conſent to their deſires ; but that 
reſolute woman declaring that ſhe had rather meet death 
than diſhonour, attacked the ruffians, and, aſſiſted by her 
huſband, who fortunately came in, drove them out of the 

houſe, Determined however to revenge themſelves, 


they ſet fro! to the tolling, which with the furniture, 

_ granary every thing but the cattle, became a prey Þ| 
Three other houſes met a fimilar ts, b 

and the damages ſuſtained by this and an adjoining vil- 


to the flames. 


lage amounted, in contributions and in loſſes by plun- 


der and conflagration, to the ſum of 44,824 florins, or 


above . 4,000 ſterling. | 

Not a trace of decency, not the leaſt regard to religion 
nd its cuſtoms, appeared in the conduct of the French 
oldiery. In the churches they broke open the pyx, tram- 
pled the hoſt under foot, carried away the communion 

— and the robes of the prieſts, deſtroyed the cruci- 


xes and other images, and treated with ignominy every 


thing that is deemed holy dy the catholic, and reſpected 
by the well-meaning man of every religion. In one of 
the villages, where the church was ſtripped of its orna- 
ments, and the miniſter completely pillaged, they placed. 
upon the altar the figure of Satan, which they had taken 
from the repreſentation of the Redeemer tempted in the 
deſert ; and in another village they placed a crucifix be- 
fore the fire, 1 amidft ſhouts of moſt indecent mirth,, 
turned it round like meat roaſting upon a fpit, whilſt the 
i, at the venerable age. 
of eighty-three, was not only plundered and inſulted, but 
ſeverely beaten, as a reward for the hoſpitality with which 
he had received them, And indeed it ought not to be 


forgotten, that, with very few exceptions, the moſt brutal 


actions and the greateſt exceſſes were committed in the 
houſes of thoſe, who, by anticipation of their wiſhes, or 


promptitude in execution of their orders, endeavoured to 


diſarm their ferocity, and ſecure protection and tran- 


quillity. 


It was not until the fifth of October that this diſtrict 
| Was 


* 
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was relieved from the Republican troops, and from the 
tribe of Jews, ſpies, and traitorous informers, the refuſe _ - 
of Suabia, who had followed the French army, and greatly 7 
contributed to increafe the diſtreſfes of the people. Upm 
the Gth of October the Imperialiſts were welcomed 
with a joy as ſincere and univerſal as was the deteſtatioan 

of the Republicans and their principles. — 9 
Tue es ſuſtained by the Abbey of 1 
by pillage and requiſitions, amounted to 257,082 florinsz 
thoſe incurred by the town of Altorf, to 94229 florins'z 
and the whole amount of the damages ſuſtained by this 
diſtrict was $00,000 florins, or upwards of 45,0004 


ſterling. 


Uyox. the ſecond of Auguſt 1796, a diviſion of the 
column under the orders of general Ferino marched 
2 this village, when ſome chaſſeurs belonging to 
the advanced guard entered a ſhop, and forcibly togk filk 
| handkerchiefs and other goods to the value of 100 florins, 
for which they offered ſome aſſignats in payment; but ey 


the ſhopkeeper refuſing to take ſuch uſeleſs paper, th 
ſtruck at him with their ſabres, and left the ſhop wi 
ſhouts of laughter and torrents of abuſe. Five others 
entered the houſe of one of the magiſtrates, loudly aſki 
for wine and victuals, with which they were ſpeedily and 
amply ſerved, and for which they teſtiſied their gratitude, 
by robbing their entertainer of his watch money. 
The fame night they threatened an inhabitant with death 
for telling an officer, who wanted to put his carriage into 


his barn, that there was no room for it; and his life was 


with difficulty ſaved by a magiſtrate, who had him con- 

veyed to the town-priſon (as a place of ſafety from the 
enemy) under promiſe that he ſhould be puniſhed, 

In the nei E of Neubronn, belonging to 
the prince of Furſtenberg, fix riflemen impoſed a con- 
tribution of 300 florins, or about 27 J. ſterling, pillaged 
ſeveral houſes, and ſo ill-treated ſuch as endeavoured to 
protect their property, and to reſiſt the inſults offered to 
their wives and daughters, that many honeſt and induſtri» . 
pus labourers were reduced to the greateſt diſtreſs, 1 


Tf the rough and barbarous manner in which theſe 
armed ruffians extorted what they wanted excited terror 


and deteſtation, their intemperance gave riſe to an equal 


degree of aſtoniſhment ; for two Frenchmen would 


- devour at a meal as much as would ſerve three hard- 


wenking Germans during three or four days; and be- 
tween the hours of two and nine, they would frequently 
have three complete meals, which they generally moiſt- 
ened with whole rivers of wine, plentifully ſweetened 


with ſugar, and uſually ftrengthened with cherry- 


brandy. | | 
Pfullendorf and the adjacent villages ſuffered, howe- 

ver, but little, in compariſon with other places, until the 

enemy began to retreat, when the French not only car- 


ried away or . all the forage and corn they could 


find, but ſo entirely cemoliſhed a ſmall hamlet in the 


| neighbourhood, h m_— the windows, forcing open 


the doors, and deſtroying all the beds and other furniture 


in the houſes, as to oblige the owners to have recourſe 


to their neighbours for lodging and ſubſiſtence. After the ; 


engagement at Biberach, upon the 2d of October, which 
was very deſtructive on both ſides, without altering the 
ſituation of affairs, the French main hoſpital was remov- 
ed to Pfullendorf. The enormity of the requiſitions for 
this hoſpital was equalled only by the waſte and the frauds 
committed by the officiers de ſanté (the phyſicians and 


ſurgeons) who publicly fold the ſugar, and were more 

occupied in bargaining for the ſale of ſuch other articles 

as they had extorted, than buſied in attending to the 
wants of the ſick. | | 


Upon the 5th of October, general Moreau himſelf 


fixed his head quarters at Pfullendorf, and was followed 
by his whole army, which was diſtributed about the 


country, and, like the preceding hordes, rendered itſelf 


for ever infamous by the gratification of every ſavage 


paſſion, the commiſſion of every ſort of exceſs, and the 
practice of every ſpecies of extortion, A brave fellow, 
who had aſſiſteu in driving ſome of the plunderers out of 


the village he inhabited, was afterwards recognized and 

ſhot; as were two farmers in another village, whilit en- 
deayouring to prevent their doors from being forced 

Re open, 
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open. A ſervant at the hoſpital of Pfullendorf, who 
ſerved as guide to a dragoon, was ſhot by the blood- | 
thirſty villain without any provocation, and fo grievouſly 
wounded, that he ſhortly after expired. Two labourers 


and a ſhoe-maker were murdered in another place by . - 


ſome of the ſtraggling ſoldiers, for attempting to preyent. 
ſome atrocious action, and for threatening to ring the 
alarm bell. A poor woman, 60 years of age, who was 
gleaning in a field, was forcibly thrown down by one of 
the republican barbarians, and menaced with death if ſhe 
did not yield to his brutal deſires, whilſt another ſtood _ 
with his — at the breaſt of her aged huſband, and 
forced him to be a witneſs of his wife's diſhonour, A 
church was broken open and plundered, and the mini- 
{ter's houſe compleatly rifled, under the eyes of general 
Moreau himſelf, who, to the lamentations of the ſufferer 
contemptuouſly replied, I cannot prevent it” 
quietly betook himſelf to his favourite cherry-brandy, in 
which he indulged himſelf to exceſs, like the meaneſt of 


bis ſoldiers. 


Amongſt the commiſſaries, who pillaged in the name 


of the Republic, one Nicolas particularly diſtinguiſhed 


himſelf ; for having ſuddenly required, as abſolutely ne- 
cellary for the army, the delivery of ſuch an immenſe 
quantity of hay and corn as, he was told, could not poſ+ 

ly be procured in ſo ſhort a time as he had mentioned, 
he made no ſcruple of declaring, that if a weighty purſe 
were offered to him for his own private uſe, he would 
lay nothing more about the requiſition z and having 
cheated a miller in the weight of the flour delivered by him, 
he extorted from him upwards of 13 louis, as a compen- 
ſation for the pretended deficiency, Out of the many in- 
ſtances of fraud committed by the commiſlaries, we will 
mention one, which in ranks reſpects is not a little cha- 


| racteriſtic.; One evening two of thoſe harpies required 
tze delivery of 3000 pounds weight of beef upon the 


following morning; but the butcher ſuſpecting it to be 
a ſcheme to extort money, applied to an officer upon the 
flaff, who immediately agreed in opinion with the 


| butchers, and gave them a note to the commanding offi- 
| cer, who expreſſed the ſame opinion, but added, © It is 


not 


nut in my power to protect you againſt theſe blood-fuck- 

ers, and | muſt therefore adviſe you to comply with their 
demands.” They followed his advice, were employed 
the whole night in ſlaughtering their beaſts, ms were 
told the next day that the meat was not wanted, * 


. WALD SEE. | 
Brok the armies of the French Republic overrang 
vexed, and deſolated the Circle of Suabia, the inhabitants! 
of the little town of Waldfee were enabled to form a | 
correct judgment of the character of the Republican | 
troops, from the conduct of the French priſoners who ] 
had been originally quartered there between the 2 1ſt of 
December 1795 and the 6th of July 1796, ſo that they 
heard of the approach of this lawleſs horde with more 
apprehenſions == the inhabitants of moſt other places. | 
' e French behaved more like conquerors than pri- 
ſoners, not only towards the inhabitants, but towards the 
Auſtrian officers and ſoldiers ; and when they heard that |] 
the whole French army had croſſed the Rhine, their out- 
rageous joy knew no bounds, They inſulted the inhabi» | 
tants in the groſſeſt terms, repaid the kindneſſes they | 
had received with infolence ; — with blows, began | 
to pillage the houſes of the peaſantry, robbed th gare 1 
dens around the town, laid waſte the corn fields, endea- 
voured forcibly to diſhonour women and children, and | 
by numerous exceſſes abuſed the kind and noble manner 
in which they had been treated by the Auſtrians, Se» | 
veral of the officers deceived the vigilance of the garri- 
fon, and making excurſions to the neighbouring free 
pong towns of Ravenſpurg and Biberach, reconnoi- 
tred the country, and found many who, either out of in- 
tereſt or from attachment to the emiſſaries of liberty and 
equality, degraded themſelves by carrying on a traitorous | 
_ correſpondence with the enemy, and forwarding the dif. 
patches of the priſoners to the Directory, fo that it is 
no longer to be wondered at that the leader of the Re- 
— armies ſhould poſſeſs ſuch a circumſtantial 
wledge of every diſtrict through which he was to | 


9 | Upon 


5 inhabitants ſhoul 


column commanded b 


V Upon the 28th of July the Imperial general Frolich, 


at the head of his corps, quitted Waldſee, where he 


arrived upon the preceding day, and being too weak ' 58 


ſucceſsfully to contend with the ſuperior numbers under : 


te command of general Ferino, withdrew by Wurzach. _ -} 
towards the Danube. He was followed by the emi- 


grant legion, amounting to nine or ten thouſand 


who upon the ſecond of Auguſt were at fo ſhort a 2 1 : 
tance from Waldſee, that Ferino's advanced guard hac 


puſhed within a mile and a half of their rear. Upon- 


the following day a detachment of French- infantry en- 


tered the town, and whilſt their commanding officer 
was endeavouring to perſuade the 4 * that the 
9 enjoy the moſt perfect ſecurity both - 
in perſon and property, his ſoldiers forcibly entered the 
ſhops and carried away what they thought proper. The 
officer indeed ordered the goods to be a Low and ap- 
pointed a non-commiſſioned officer to execute his com- 
mands; but only a few trifling articles were r | 
and the non-commiſlioned officer publicly divided the 


| Teſt of the ſpoil amongſt his comrades, not failing to take 
due care of himſelf, Reeling with wine, loaded 


with plunder, they quitted Waldſee in the evening, and 
were next morning ſucceeded by another detachment, 


five of whom haſtened to a chapel, which they broke 


open, and pillaged of the communion plate; after which 

they proceeded to a neighbouring village, plundered fe- 
veral houſes, and fired 15 times at one Beckhinger, a 
miller, who defended his property like a hero, and who, 
without being himſelf wounded, ſhot one of the robbers 
dead upon the ſpot, broke the leg of another, and put the. 
reſt to flight, In the mean time, thoſe in the town re- 

velled in abundance, took the watches from the pockets 


of the inhabitants, and under pretence of paying in ſpecie 


for what they wanted, forced the tradeſmen to open their 
ſhops, took what articles they choſe, and paid for them in 
mandats and aſſignats. e 
Upon the 7th of Auguſt, the advanced guard of the 
general Ferino, amounting to 
41900 men, under the orders of general an, 


= ON 

Waldſce, which was now obliged to provide, -not only 
for this army, but alſo for the numerous out-poſts beyond 
the town. A contribution of 15,000 pounds weight of 


bread, and 4,000 bottles of wine, commenced the liſt of 


requiſitions, which ſucceeded each other almoſt without 
intermiſſion, and were rendered the more oppreſſive from 
the danger which every convoy of corn and cattle in- 
curred from the enemy; for whatever fell into the hands 
of the out- poſts, thoug:. deſtined for the ſupply of the. 
army, became a prey to theſe ungovernable banditti : the 
| pealancy going to the town, were robbed of their ſhoes, 
ockings, and wearing apparel ; and even the waggons 
and hortes that brought wine and proviſions for the troops 
were ſeized and ſent away, and the owners were fre- 
uently detained, and forced to follow the army duri 
— days, and cven weeks, until they could purchaſe 
their liberty with money. Not ſatisfied with the common 
fare of the country, theſe pretended champions of liberty 
and equality demanded large ſupplies of fiſh, butter, 


cheeſe, and ſruit, after every meal; and if they were not in- - 


ſtantly produced, they fell upon the landlord and vent, 
beat them, and threatened them with death, and finiſhed 
by pandering the kitchen, pantry, and cellars; and ſuch 


was their wiltul waſte of fodder, that in this ſingle day 


ſeveral farmers were deprived of their whole proviſion 
for the winter, | F 
pon the 8th of Auguſt, this unbridled horde quitted, 

Waldſee, and Ferino himſelf appeared there at the head 
of the main body of the army, but was preceded by the 
adjutant general Berthold, who came to prepare quarters 
for the ſtaff, and who rendered himfſcltf odious by bis un- 

bounded#inlolence and rapacity. With menacing geſ- 
tures and the moſt horrid oaths he threatzned to clcave 
with his ſabre the head of the burgomaller, merely be- 
cCauſe he had conducted him to a houſe not ſuited to his 
refined taſte, although it was by far the beſt in the place; 


nor was he pacihed until he had been complimented with _ 


a preſent of 15 louis, which his ſervant, a wretch with 
the countenance and demeanor of a galley ſlave, nego- 
tiated for him without the leaſt delicacy. The other 
officers, without ſcruple, extorted bregches, ſhoes, boots, 
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ſtockings, linen, and other neceſſaries ; and Pring, the | 4 


no attempt at diſcipline until he and his ſervant had been 
newly cloathed. Others exacted a large quantity of 


reſpective corps in the neighbourhood of the town, but 

offered to relinquiſh the articles required for a certain 

compenſation in louis or dollars. | Th 
Notwithſtanding the maintenance of this rapacious ſol- 


2 diery, and of their numerous cavalry, far ſurpaſſed the abi- 


lity of this ſmall town, the commiſſaries ordered 300 


buſhels of oats to be carried away, ſo that the whole ſtore 


was exhauſted before the army had bagon to move, 


Smiths, fadlers, and wheelwrights were forced to work 

hard without a recompence; and amongſt the innume- 

rable articles put in a ſtate of requiſition, was even a 
quantity of greaſe for wheels. | 

Upon the 10th of Auguſt, Ferino and his licentious 

hoſt began to move forwards ; but not until the infir- 


mary had been ftripped of all the beds, mattreſſes, and 
linen, nor until the governor of the infirmary, and all 


the ſick and poor under his care, had been plundered of 


every thing they poſſeſſed. Thenceforward, until the 


retreat, the town was daily obliged to provide for 20, 50, 

and frequently for 100 men, who with horſes and bag» 

gage waggers paſſed through with their ſpoil, and re- 
uired to be f 

flying hoſpitals alſo became another ſcourge and fource 


ol oppreſſion to the town of Waldſee, from the quantity 


of drugs, wine, vinegar, ſhirts, cloth, and lint, which were 


2 conſtantly put in requiſition, and by which the ſick and 
wounded foldiers were but little benefitted; for the of- 
| ficers of health, who were as ſhameleſs cheats as the 


commiſlaries, ſold the greateſt part of the wine, cauſed 
ſhirts for themſelyes, and ſhifts for their wives and miſ- 
treſſes, to be made out of the cloth, and frequently took 
money inſtead of the drugs moſt requiſite, ſuffering the 
ſick and wounded to recover as they could. They even 
carried their inhumanity to their -own countrymen' fo 


| commandant of the town, declared, that he would make. 


| diſhes, glaſſes, kitchen furniture, and proviſions, for their 


* 


forwarded to the confines of France. The 


c, that during a day's halt at Waldſee, the wounded - 


S | weere not once taken out of the | 
forced to remain there throughout the 


but were 
expoſed to the burning heat of the 4 e 


At er upon the 28th of September, the advanced 


guard of Ferino's column __ marched into Waldſee, 
and was quickly ſucceeded by the main body of the 


army. The houſes were now crowded with ſoldiers, 


who committed every ſpecies of exceſs, and were even 
more fierce and malicious than before, Under pretence 
that they had been robbed of their arms or baggage, 


they extorted from the innocent landlords and ſervants . 


compenſations in money, ill treated ſuch as did not in- 
ſtantly comply, carried away all the furniture that was 

e, wantonly 2 the corn in the barns and 
Felds, rifled and wholly ſtripped ſeveral habitations, and 


_ diſplayed the extreme of their infernal wickedneſs and 
malevolence, by piling up all the bread they could find, 
and ſetting it on fire, although they knew the poor 


ruined inhabitants were in the greateſt want of that 


molt nece article of ſupport. The female ſex was 
neither ſo, publicly nor ſo generally diſhonoured here as 
in many other places ; and they who were unfortunate 


enough to be violated, endeavoured to conceal their diſ- 


grace, but to no effect; for it diſcovered itſelf in conſe- 4 
- quence of the dif; ſting maladies which ſoon broke out, 
and with which ey ha 


been infected by theſe ruffians. 
It was uſeleſs to complain to the general officers of 
the unreaſonable demands of the commiſſaries and the 


exceſſes of the ſoldiery, for their anſwer was, « Give 


them what they aſk for, and their extortions muſt ne- 
ceſſarily terminate. And thus were they conſtrained to 
ſee all the proviſion of corn taken from the granary of 


the infirmary, and many of the inhabitants robbed of 


their whole ſtock of fodder for the winter. At mid- 


night the whole army unexpectedly began to move, and 
- commenced their march with burning torches and 
lighted candles in their hands; their retreat was covered 
by general Jordis, and the next morning not a French- _ 
man was to be feen in or near the town of Waldſee; 


though upon their march a band of chaſſeurs ſtrag 
into an outlying hamlet, and demanded the immediate 


— 
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ſantry not producing it ſo ſpeedily as was expected, 
too bulky to be carried off, and rolling 
like ſhouts of laughter, offered it to the unfortunate and 


been collected with much difficulty, and under continual 


under the neceſſity of uſing the moſt humiliating intrea- 

ties to their plunderers to accept this ſacrifice, and ds 
* | them no further injury, 

The damages incurred by the inhabitants of Waldſee, 


tion, amounted to 45,000 florins, or upwards 


MARE DORT, 
A ſmall town in Suabia, in the biſhopric of Conſtance, 


that people ſhould be afraid of them, and that many 
ſhould deſert the country: For,“ ſaid they, & we are only 


either your religion, your cuſtoms, your perſons, or 
property, all which ſhall be moſt 27 rol and 


deputies from ſeveral towns and villages by general 
Tarreau, who added, © that it was his particular object 


banditti ruſhed into their houſes, deſtroyed every thing 
TW ſtock 
of bread in filth and ordure, with malicious and fatan= 
helpleſs labourers. hen about . 10. ſterling had 
dread of _ — theſe unhappy people were 


in conſequence of this fraternal viſit from the 42 na- 
ol £ .4,000 


Way te Tromy eppavved » n the banks of the 
lake of Conſtance, their-leaders affected to be ſurprized 
come to offer peace to the Emperor, not to violate | 


preſerved.” This aſſurance was publicly given to the 


and buſineſs to maintain the ſevereſt diſcipline and the 


1 


| payment of 12 louis as a contribution; but the e- 


could find, deſtroyed the houſehold furniture, and cruelly 


he had not ſown, and no ſooner was he arrive | 
_ Caſtle of Markdorf than he began to demean himſelf like 


4 1 


legs of the cottagers and farmers who offered them 
proviſions, broke open their cellars, rifled their cloſets 
and coffers, carried away all the valuable articles they 


beat and wounded ſuch as made a ſhow of defending 
their property. At length three volunteers were arreſt- 


ed for having robbed a public meſſenger upon the high. 


way of two watches and his money, and afterwards 
wounded him in the head with a bayonet, becauſe he 
complained of their ill uſage. A court martial immedi- 
ately paſled ſentence of death upon one of the malefators, 
and condemned the others to the galleys, which latter 
rt of the ſentence Tarreau converted into puniſhment 
y death; but this was only done te deceive the people 
by a ſemblance of juſtice and diſcipline ; for notwith- 
ſtanding the preparations for their execution, the thieves 


were not hanged, but were very ſoon afterwards diſ- | ; 


charged. 85 | | 
o man knew better than Tarreau how to "me where 
at the 


a madman, furiouſly complaining that bread had not been 


purpoſely baked for his army, although he knew that it | 


was impoſſible to prepare ſuch a quantity upon ſuch ſhort 
notice, and that the troops had been fo liberally treated 
with bread and wine upon their arrival. If you don't 
inſtantly provide bread enough, ſaid he with a thunder- 
ing voice, © I will give orders to my whole brigade to 
fall on and plunder you.” The commiſſary Stouhlen, 
one of the moſt worthlefs men in the army, and for that 
reaſon the confidential favourite of Tarreau, not only 
ſpoke in the ſame tone, but N iſſued a requi- 
tion, by which 18,000 pounds weight of bread were 
ordered to be baked before nine o'clock at night, under 
the penalty of the town being given up to be plundered 
by the ſoldiers.” The chief magiſtrate, not aware that 
this was only a premeditated ſcheme to raiſe money, was 
full of anxiety for the town, well knowing that ſuch pro- 


viſion coulu not poſſibly be made in ſo ſhort a time; but | 


he was ſoon relieved from his diſtreſs by a viſit from La- 
Py | — x. » en 
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brouſſe, one of Tarreau's aides-de-camp, and his faith- 
ful colleague in the arts of extortion, who adviſed him to 
pacify the general By a preſent of two gold watches, © But,”* 
added he, © you muſt not hint that | gave you this advic 

for the general is a man of the mo/f delicate feelings, an 

the nice/t honour.” Two handſome gold watches were 
immediately procured, and offered to Tarreau, whoſe 


fury abated, and whoſe brow was ſmoothed ; whilſt 


Stouhlen tore in pieces the requiſitibn for the 18,000 
pounds of bread, and faid, Let them bake what they 
can and fo ended the farce. 5 

The column ſoon afterwards proceeded on its march; 
but two days afterwards Stouhlea ſent a demand for 
9,000 3 weight of bread, which were delivered to 
him, and Markdorf was relieved from farther contribu- 


butions, until the cloſe of September, though it ſtill ſuf- 


fered much from the exactions and thefts committed by 
the troops, who were continually marching to and fro, 
The retreat at length took place, and upon the 22d of 


September the head quarters were fixed at Hofen, in the 


neighbourhood of Markdorf, which, with the adjoining 
villages, now experienced every ſort of oppreſſion. Tw o 
of the commiſſaries, eſtabliſhed at different places near 
Markdorf, at the ſame time and with ſimilar menaces, 
required from that town the moſt exorbitant ſupplies ; 
ſo that it was expoſed to the mercileſs attacks of thoſe 
harpies, without a poſſibility of redreſs, and requiſition 
he deputy commiſſaries alſo 
viſited the adjacent country with their exactions, and ob- 
liged the peaſants either to comply with their demands, 
or to purchaſe their exemption with gold. We coin 
requiſitions like money,“ ſaid the commiſſary Nonette, 
who, like his brethren, readily and — deſiſted from 
levying contributions in return for a preſent to himſelf ; 
and the town of Markdorf was forced to pay him in caſh 


: the value of 20 tons of hay and of 25 ſacks of oats, in 


order to prevent the threatened general pillage by the 
ſoldiery; nor could the execution of a ſimilar menace 


from another commiſſary be averted but by a well-timed 
preſent to his ſecretary, | | | 
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Upon the morning of the fifth of October, Tarreau 
arrived at Markdorf with his ſtaff, and finding that his 
head quarters had been eſtabliſhed at the inn, he galloped 


up to the Caſtle, and vehemently demarding why it had 
not been prepared for his reception, added, ſpeaking to 
the burgomaſter, „ But I know you had much rather 
entertain the imperialiſts ; here in the Caſtle, how- 


« ever, will I lodge, and if in the courſe of two hours 


“. five beds are not greed for me and my ſtaff, you 


&« ſhall receive 25 laſhes, to be repeated cvery hour un- 
« til my or ders are obeyed.” The beds were according- 


ly 1 but Tarreau's wrath was not appeaſed; 
an 


it approached almoſt to madneſs, when late at night 
he received an order for the army to continue its retreat 
early the next morning, The people of Markdorf 
paſſed this whole night in the greateſt anxiety; for Tar- 


reau had more than ten times threatencd to ſet fire to the 


town in four different places, and his ungovernab'e rage 


. them good reaſon to apprehend the worlt ; they were, 


ow*-ver, fortunate enough to eſcape the conflagration, 
and the next morning the barbarian marched atray with 
his diviſion, followed by the execrations of the whole 
country, who upon the tame day joyfully received the 


- Auſtrians as their deliverers from the iron yoke which 


had been impoſed by theſe champions in the cauſe of 
liberty and equality. Their viſitation coſt the inhabi- 
tants of Markdorf near 40,000 florins, or about Z. 3,600 
ſterling ; a large ſum, conſidering that the town did not 


contain more than 350 heads of families, few of whom 


were in a ſtate of aifluence, and that they had, during 
ſome years, been very unſucceſoful in the culture and pro- 
duce of their vineyards, | 5 
It ought not to be forgotten, that in a hamlet near the 
town, ten brutal French ſoldiers alternately violated the 
chaſtity of a woman, who. hourly expected to be taken 
in labour, and whoſe huſband was forcibly made a wit- 
neſs of their barbarity. An officer too, whoſe aiſiſtance 
had been requeſted by the neighbours, _ entering the 
houſe, was ſo far from reproving the ſoldiers, that—hor- 
tible to relate he immediately followed their * 
2D ; | | 3 ple, 


3 
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ple, and added to the injuries already offered to the * no: 


piring woman, In mon vie, a woman who had 
only borne a child about eight days, was diſhonoured | 
— treated with ſuch violence that her recovery was ex- 


tremely doubrful, and when, in deſpair, ſhe fled from 
them in her ſhift, and with her infant in her arms, ſhe 


was purſued by the looſe jokes and malign ſhouts of 
theſe inhuman ſons of Satan, over whoſe other atrocious 
actions in this diſtrict it is now time to throw a veil. © 
* MEERS BURG, To 
A town upon the banks of the Lake of Conſtance, in the Circle of 
Bauabia, and the reſidence of the prince-biſhop of Conſtance, ' 


Advice having been received at this town upon the 
18th of September, that the diviſion of the French army, 


under general Tarreau, was retreating rough that part 


of Suabia, the gates of the town were ordered to be 
ſhut ; and, according to the tenor of a French proclama- 
tion of the 18th of Auguſt, they were not to be opened 
to any of the officers or ſoldiers, except to ſuch as had 
their route made out and ſigned by the officers upon the 
ſtaff. Notwithſtanding this precaution, the inns were 
ſoon filled with French ſoldiers, and the ſtables were 
crowded with the horſes they had ſtolen upon the march; 
and ſuch as could not gain admittance were amply pro- 


vided with meat and drink at the gates of the town. 


Three days afterwards, Tarreau, who probably had long 
wiſhed for an oblation from Meerſburg, ſent the follow- 
ing deſpotic and alarming note to the magiſtrates : « I 


command you to appear at my head-quarters at Y ni, in 


the courſe of twenty four hours.“ The Baron de Reich- 


lin and two other reſpectable magiſtrates forthwith re- 


1 7 to Vſſni, and were received by the aid-de- camp 
a 


brouſſe, who, reeling about half naked, greeted them 

in a thundering voice with, come in, ſcoundrels as you 
are; your town ſhall ſpeedily be reduced to aſhes, and 
yourſelves exalted upon a gibbet;“ and then placing a 
guard over them, and reaſſuring them, & that the ſun 
« ſhould early the next morning light them on their way 
©« to the gallows,” he W into the apartment of 
e 9 | 


Tarreau. 


off goods to the value of 


1 28 ] 


Tarreau. The deputies at length diſcovered that their | 


— thirſted for the blood of the governor of Meerſ- 
urg, who had cauſed the gates to be ſhut, as above re- 
and who would certainly have fallen a ſacrifice to 


their rage, if he had not haſtily retired into Switzerland, 


Upen examination of the deputies the next morning, and 


upon their declaration that the gates had been ſhut by 
order of the governor, Labrouſſe ordered two carriages 


to be prepared, and immediately drove with them, eſ- 
corted by twenty huſſars, and preceded by a hangman, to 
Meerſburg, when ſuch members of the regency as had 
not eſcaped were ſummoned, and treated with the ſame 
inſolence and menaces as the deputies had been ſubject to 
upon the preceding evening, F 

and muſket-balls, thundered inceſſantly from the lips of 


the tyrant, and he ſwore that the houſe of the governor 


ſhould inſtantly be reduced to ruins. At length, after 


much altercation, Labrouſſe detained two of the chief 
_ officers of ſtate as hoſtages, and departed with them for 


head · quarters, where, whilſt the people of the town anxi- 
ouſly awaited the cataſtrophe, this apparently tragical 
hiſtory terminated in peaceful robbery, General Tar- 


reau had an inclination for, and was complimented with 


a handſome carriage and two fine horſes belonging to one 
of the hoſtages, which, with a weighty purſe of gold, ſa- 
crificed to him and his aſſiſtant Labrouſle, compleated the 
expiation, though not until the friendſhip of the ＋ 
ral's valet de chambre and cook had been purchaſed at 


the price of ſive louis each; for this knot of thieves was 


ſo cloſely united that it was not ſafe to paſs any of them 
unnoticed, Tarreau demanded alſo and received fix 


horſes from the ſtables of the prince-biſhop of Con- 


ſtance; and the commiſſary Didier impoſed upon the 
town of Meerſburg the moſt exorbitant contributions, 
which he afterwards withdrew, upon receiving a preſent 
of ſixty louis and two fine horſes, Theſe are ſome of 


the many baſe actions of the French at Meerſburg, which, 


though not generally plundered, was expoſed to much 
robbery and vexation; for ſome of the French, with an 
officer at their head, —_ entered a ſhop, and carried 


ire and ſword, gallows 
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other party robbed a watch - maker of four gold and two 

ſilver watches; and ſeveral petty thefts were committed 

both by the officers and ſoldi n 
BREMEN, 

A village in Suabia, in the county of Friedberg. 


| Humanity ſhudders at the recollection of the 
cruelties and enormities committed by the French in 


many parts of the county of Friedberg, and particularly 
at the village of Bremen, which, upon the 6th of Octo- 
ber, in the evening, was beſet by a band of robbers, un- 
der the denomination of Republican ſoldiers, who, mad 
with wine, ruſhed into the houſes with the moſt hideous 
war- whoop, and had immediate recourſe to their well- 
known * of plunder, All the coffers and cloſets 
were broken open and rifled—all the houſehold furniture 
was deſtroyed—the peaſants were required, with loaded 
iſtols at their breaſts, to deliver up their money — the 
sand bedding were unripped and examined - and uns 
der pretence of ſearching for concealed treaſure, not only 
the floors of the rooms were torn up, but even infants 
were vehemently dragged from their cradles, and many 
families were deprived of nearly all their property. But 


Mill more terrible to theſe peaceful and innocent coun 


people was the infernal manner in which the female ſex 
was treated by theſe villains. In the whole village there 
was neither maiden, wife, nor widow, who was not 
forcibly and repeatedly diſhonoured; and ſuch was the 
depravity of theſe miſcreants, that eight, ten, and fre- 

uently more than that number, ſucceſfively infulted the 
a unfortunate viaim with the accompliſhment of 
their brutal purpoſes. Neither early youth, nor hoary- 
headed age, nor deformity, nor yet the moſt offenſive diſ- 
orders, could abate the fury of their paſſions; and not 
only huſbands, but fathers, and—to fill up the meaſure f 
their iniquity—even liitle children, were made to be 
witneſſes of theſe abominable outrages. One woman, 
who, with her huſband, had ſtruggled ineffeRually againſt 
the attempts of fix of theſe monſters, was dragged into 
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nity, Others of the female ſex, both here and in the ad- 


Jacent villages, were faſtened to trees, and violated by ſuc- | 


ceeding numbers, | | 

Not fatisfied with theſe exceſſes, they proceeded to 
rifle the churches, and, with the moſt blaſphemous ex- 
preſſions, deſtroyed the altars, polluted the communion- 
table with their ordure, pulled down and reviled the image 


of our Saviour, trampled the hoſt under foot, and then 


threw it to the dogs. | 

General Courbe levied a contribution of 20 louis 
upon the poor inhabitants of the ſmall hamlet of Braun- 
weiler, under a ſoleinn promiſe that they ſhould not be 


plundered or moleſted; but the money was ſcarcely paid, 
before a party of his ſoldiers arrived, and completely ruined | 


them, 


We” party of grenadiers came to the houſe of a farmer 
and innkeeper in another village, and after being liberally 


ſupplied with proviſions, ſuddenly attacked the matter of 
the houſe, calling out, in the language of highwaymen, 


„ Your money or your life; and when they had fe- 


eured all the money he had about him, they forcibly 
threw him upon the ground and beat him, broke open 
and plundered all his cheſts and coffers, and were upon the 


int of departing with their booty, when they were 
Joined by nine dragoons, who, after indul ing themſelves 


with the contents of the cellar, diſcharged three muſkets, 


aàs a ſignal to their diſtant comrades that they had diſ- 


eovered ſome ſecret treaſure, In leſs than a quarter 
of an hour they were reinforced by 200 men, who pre- 
ſently conſumed or deſtroyed all the wine, bread, and 


proviſions in the houſe, and terminated their heroic ex- 
Boits by breaking all the glaſs and earthen ware, deſtroying } 
the empty caſks, and threatening to ſet fire to the premiſes, | 


WEHR, 
| A village in Auſtrian Suabia, Soo 
Tus place was viſited, upon the-18th of July 1796, 
by four mounted artiliery men in ragged uniforms, me, 


noured, and left half dead upon the ground, whilſt hev. 
huſband was cruelly maimed with their ſabres, and even 
her ſucking infant was treated with the greateſt inhuma- 
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ln the ſtyle of a requiſition, demanded 66 ſacks of oats 
and three waggon loads of hay, which were no ſooner 
delivered to them, than they 2 them to a neigh» 
bouring town, and there ſold them for ready money, 
In the fame month the environs were curſed with the 
preſence of general Tuncq, whoſe infamy is recorded 
in the annals of La Vendee, and who was afliſted in his 
crimes by his aide-de-camp Schulz, the ſon of a petty 
inn-keeper at Huningen, This general choſe, as ar- 
ticles of plunder, wood and flax, and obliged the Baron 
de Schonaw, chief proprietor of Wehr, to cut down and 


- deliver, in the courſe of five 211 372 22 and _ | 
thine into Switzerland, 


trees, which he floated down the 
where he- had r fixed an agent, who ſold the 
wood, and divided the ſpoil with his employer. When 


the chiefs of ſeveral villages repreſented to him the im- 


poſſibility of furniſhing what he required, he ordered 
them to beaten, and chained together, and thrown into 
priſon like common malefactors. It is true, that upon 
complaint to the . Tuncq was brought to a2 
court martial and degraded, and that his aide-de-camp 
found it prudent to retreat with part of his booty; but 
no recompence was made to thoſe whom he had injured 
and plundered, and other privileged thieves, under the 
denomination of commiſſaries and agents, appeared in 
— and were ſanctioned in their numerous op- 
ons. 
gh the 20th of October, in the afternoon, the 
rearguard (in every reſpect the reſale) of the army of 
the Rhine and Moſelle ap at Wehr, and encampe« 
under the walls of the caſtle, The women and chil 
now fled up the country with part of their cattle a 
effects, and took refuge in a wood; but the family in the 
caſtle and all the men remained at home, with the hope 
of, in ſome degree, preventing the evils they fo juſtly 
dreaded, The firſt ſet of banditti began their operations 
by plundering the villages, and in the courſe of three 
hours conveyed to their camp 120 ſwine, 62 ſheep, 36 
calves, a great quantity of poultry, and upwards of 1200 


ſheaves of Wheat; and finiſhed by tearing the ſhoes 
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were not able to affor 


ta 1 


* from a party of huſſars headed by a colonel Marulat 


who appeared late in the evening, drank all the wine 

and fpirits in the village of Wehr, and miſuſed thoſe who 
i them any; and at midnight, when 

all was quiet, 600 volunteers, with bayonets fixed, ap- 
peared before the caſtle, and loudly called for 3,600 bottles 
of wine, at the ſame time threatening to ſat fire to the 


village and caſtle if their demand was not immediately 


complied with, Remonſtrance was vain and uſclets ; 
and after the officers and men had familiarly drank to 
the greateſt exceſs, they carried away the remainder - 
of their booty, . 8 
Amongſt the innumerable acts of inhumanity com- 
mitted during this dreadful night, the following deſerves 
to be particularly recorded: - Five ſoldiers having forced 
open the door of a houſe, in which lay a poor waman who 
had been taken in labour about twelve hours before, they, 
with drawn ſwords at the breaſt of the ftill-ſuffering 
woman, demanded her money, and upon being told that 
ſhe had none, ranſacked the dvelling and out-houſe, and 


carried away all the furniture, wearing apparel, ſwine, 


and poultry they could find, and at departing, one of them, 
by way of humanity, threw a dead fowl at the head of 
the poor ſufferer, and told her ſhe might make herſelf 
ſome broth with it *. | | . 
The retreat of the French through this diſtriẽt was 


marked by ſimilar inſtances of rapine and brutality. In 


one village they violated and fo barbarouſſy abuſed a girl 
about 15 years of age, that in three days ſhe was a corpſe, 


In the ſame village they broke into the houſe of a ſhop- | 


keeper who was recovering from a ſevere illneſs, cat 
his bedding in pieces, ſcattered the feathers about the 
premiſes, rifled the houſe and ſhop, and having diſco- : 


The Reader will have obſeryed with horror many inſtances of 
the cruelty of the French towards lying-in women ; and he will 
ſhudder at hearing, that the Republicans frequently drowned the 
children which were borne to them by their wives or concubincs, 
during their march through Franconia. This is not a fabulous 
report, but a real and well- atteſted fact. See © The Conduct of 
« the French in Franconia,” publiſhed in 1796 by the Count of 


Crate 


ſome unhappy victims in the agonies of dea 


A town in Auſtrian Suabia, near the Inferior Lake of Conſtance. 


1 | 
vered in the garden a cheſt full of goods which had been 
depoſited there for ſecurity, carried it off with the reſt 
of their booty, I hey not only plundered another houſe, 
but, with the malevolence of evil ſpirits, mixed REO 

> and 


all the wheat-corn, oats, and rye they could fi 


ſtrewed them over the apartments. The village was 
completely pillaged and ruined, the utenſils neceſlary for 
the vintage were thrown into the Rhine, the churches 
were 23 the pyx broken to pieces, and the conſe- 
hoſt — under foot, In the environs of the 
camp the corpſes of ſeyeral women were found, who had 
been violated and abuſed even unto death; and, however 
incredible it may appear, it is a fact, that the monſters 
ſatisfied their brutal appetites with 22 and with 


RADOLF-ZELL, 


containing about 1, 800 ſouls. 


Tur attachment teſtified by the greateſt part of the 
inhabitants of Suabia, and eſpecially by thoſe of the Au- 
ſtrian territories in that Circle, to their, governors and 
conſtitution, amidſt the ſucceſſes of the enemy, was fre- 
quently attended by very conſiderable danger, and was 
either ridiculed or murmured at by the French, who 
called them German beaſts, unworthy of the good for- 
tune, which, like miſſionaries from hell, they offered them, 
with the dagger in one hand, and the firebrand in the 
other. But neither menaces nor inſults could weaken 
their fidelity and loyalty, and it is worthy of remark, that 
the incurſion of the French into the empire not only put 
an end to every wiſh to revolutionize, but contributed 
to unite the ſovereign and the people much more cloſely 


than before, Several towns, and Radolf-Zell in parti- 


cular, ſuffered much for their diſtinguiſhed attachment 
to their ſovereign and conſtitution z and upon the re- 


treat of Tarreau, the laſt-mentioned town was ſaved 
from threatened conflagration, by a preſent of two fine 


horſes to the general, and by ſupplying him and his army 


with an abundance of the _ coſt W 
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gathered, cut down the fruit trees, iy order the more 
y to pluck the fruit, and broke down the hedges 
and fences of the gardens, In the neighbouring villages 


as all the ſtock of wine in the cellars, and the ſtore of 


of which were fatal to many of them, 


— — — —  —— — 


Three villages in Suabia. | 


ditions in the convention which had been ſolemnly agreed 
who were to be trampled upon, without the privilege of 


conflagration and the ſword, as was proved in the caſe of 
the village of Engelwies, upon account of the following 
incident. | 92 2 8 

A ſoldier belonging to a party that had begun to plun- 


riſh miniſter, was not ſatisfied without wanting to ſtrip 


Auſtrian non- commiſſioned officer, ſtarted up in his de- 
Fence, and juſt as the Frenchman was about to fire his muſ- 
ket at him, ſtruck him ſuch a blow upon the head as brought 


as their numbers ſeemed every moment to increaſe; 
they committed cruelties too horrible for deſcription, 
| — concluded the terrible ſcene, by ſwearing that the 
Whole village ſhould be annihilated; nor could the prayers 


the execution of their threats, The parſonage, 15 other 
with their furniture, and all the produce of their late 
- abundant harveſt ; and the ſignal was already given for 


be procured ; after which the ſoldiers deſtroyed the vine- | 
yards, the produce of which was upon the point of being 


they ſtole all the horſes, cattle, ſheep, and ſwine, as well 


corn in the granaries and barns, The female ſex here 
alſa met with the moſt barbarous uſage, the conſequences 


ENGELWIES, DURBHEIM, and BARENTHAL, 


In this diſtri the French were guilt) of the greateſt 


exceſſes during their retreat; and, regardleſs of the con- 
upon, they treated the perinnry and villagers like people 


reſiſtance, which was deemed a crime puniſhable with _ 


der the village, having pillaged the dwelling houſe of the 


im of his breeches ; upon which his brother, formerly an 


him lifeleſs to the earth. This was no ſooner diſcovered | 
by the comrades of the deceaſed, than their rage as well 


and intreaties of the aged and the matron prevent or delay 


houſes, and 18 barns, were ſpeedily reduced to aſhes, 
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boning the remaining houſes, when they received an 
order from head quarters to deſiſt, and immediat 
commence their retreat, the Auſtrians. being in 
march againſt them, The miniſter's brether had early 
ſaved himſelf by flight; but the prieſt and his clerk were 
carried, chained together, as far as Muhlheim on the 
Danube, and there with difficulty releaſed; and three 
2 he clerk's children, who remained in * houſe whilſt 
e eſcaped into the church with the miniſter, were in- 
RS | 


uffered to periſh in the flames. 


The fate of the village of Barenthal was as ſhocking 
as that already —4 The perfidy with which the 
French violated the articles of the convention, and the 
inhumanity with which they treated the inhabitants of 
the diſtrifts through which they paſſed, had determined 
the peaſantry to arm themſelves, and drive them out of 
their dwellings, the protection and ſecurity of which had 
been promiſed by the moſt ſolemn proclamations. 80 
that when, upon the 6th of October, a horde of robbers 
peta to plunder ſome houſes in Barenthal, they were 
oppoſed by the inhabitants, who, after a vigorous reſiſt- 
ance, were defeated with the loſs of 5 killed, and 3 ſo 
deſperately wounded that they ſoon afterwards expired, 
The rage of the conquerors now vented itfelf upon tha 
whole of the unfortunate village, which after being plun- 
dered of every ning valuable and portable, was ſet an 
fire, and in a few hours, the church, 18 houſes, and as 
many barns, were reduced to a heap of ſhapeleſs ruins, 
The greateſt part of the inhabitants loſt the whole of 
their property, and many years muſt paſs away before 
they can recover from the ſtate of poverty into which 
they were plunged by the events of that dreadful day, 


The village of Durbheim was, upon the 7th of Oc. 
tober, completely ſacked, with the exception of the 
parſonage and two other houſes ; and as it was not ex- 

that the French would penetrate into that ſe- 
queſtered valley, no precautions had been taken, and 


every thing of value fell into the hands of the ſoldiers 


TTV Dol 
graves, and broke the coffins, in hopes of finding 
| — treaſure „ee the dead bodies. * 
| _ They not only indulged in drinking to the moſt 
beaſtly exceſs, but, taking the cocks out of the caſks, they 
| + ſuffered the wine to run out upon the cellar floor, They 
' alſo led away, 31 horſes from this ſmall village, and made 
the miniſter exchange a favourite ſaddle- horſe, valued at 
36 louis, for two half-ſtarved ponies, which they had 
ſtolen from a neighbouring farmer. Upon the gth of 
October, the village was again viſited by fix huſſars, 
who riding up to the parſonage with the moſt terrifying 
menaces, demanded either a caſk of wine or a preſent of 
_- fix louis, and upon being refuſed, not only ſwore that 
7... * "they would burn the village, but actually fired into the 
*  » houſes, and ſpread univerſal conſternation, The pea- 
fantry, who ſoon gathered together, prevented any far- 
ther miſchief, and upon the following day, four of theſe 
banditti were taken priſoners by an Auttrian patrole, 
as they were — in an out- lying hamlet, Upon 
the ſame day, the miniſter of another village was carried 
in fetters before general Moreau, and accuſed of having 
. excited the people in his village to take up arms, and de- 
fend themſelves againſt the aſſaults of their enemies; 
for which he and five of the peaſants were condemned 
to be hanged, and were ſaved from execution with the 
gi difficulty, and after ſuffering, during ſome time, 
all the anguiſh attendant upon the expectation of a cruel = 


and ignominious death, 


 WATTERDINGEN, | 
- A village in Suabia, containing 453 inhabitants. 

Upon the firſt days of October, a detachment of the 
army of the Rhine and Moſelle over- ran this village, and 
diſtinguiſhed itſelf by ſuch exceſſes as cannot fail of 
ſtamping the Great Nation with everlaſting infamy. Not 
ſatisfied with the anticipation of their vices by the in- 
habitants, they furiouſly ran about the ſtreet with drawn 
- ſwords and cocked piſtols, broke into houſes, rifled the 
different apartments, carried away proviſions, kitchen 


utenſils, bedding, and wearing apparel, and wantonly de- 
=. BL” ſtroyed 


troyed what they could not convey away 3 ſo that the 
© 
| 2 2,000 ſterling. IThirty- ſix horſes, 96 ſwine, to bul- 


| ſpoil; and the miniſter of the pariſh, who was the prin- 


relation of the more than brutal ferocity and luſt with 
Three women, already paſt their ſeventieth year, 


3 - of age, loſt their innocence and their health, in the con- 


with ſevere wounds from the broad ſwords of theſe atro 


| ay Y 


loſſes of the different proprietors amounted, upon the 
moſt moderate computation, to 21,000 florins, or nearly 


ocks fit for the ſlaughter-houſe, two calves, 1 9 ; 
and a great quantity of poultry, formed one part of their 


cipal ſufferer, loſt 60 louis in caſh, much ſilver plate, all. 
his kitchen furniture, nearly all his clothes and houſehold! 
linen, 5 beds, 35 ſacks of corn, and a large — of . 
flour. Such of the corn and flour as they could not carry 


away, they rendered uſcleſs by mixing with duſt, aſhes, . - 


and ordure ; they alſo broke in pieces the looking-glaſles, : 
wardrobes, and other houſehold furniture, tore the books 
and pictures, deſtroyed the crucifixes, inceſſantly vilified, * 
the name of their Creator, and the moſt facred things, ang 
drove the miniſter out of his houſe, after dangerouſly: 
wounding him with their ſabres. In the — they 
broke the pyx, trampled under ſoot the conſecra hoſe, | 
threw down the images, carried away ſuch of the com- 
munion furniture as was valuable and uſeful to them, 
clothed themſelves in the ſacerdotal robes, and paraded 
the ſtreets on horſeback, 8 the moſt obſcene 
and blaſphemous ſongs and ball i ' 
Humanity ſhudders, and the blood runs cold, at the 


which the female ſex was diſhonoured by theſe . 
lying in women, four far advanced in their pregnancy, 
and 12 young girls, were, by their outrages, brought al- 
moſt to the gates of death. Even children, thirteen years 


ſtrained preſence of others ſtill younger than themſelves; 
and five men, who attempted to protect the honour of 
their wives, were trampled under foot, and left half dead 


cious villains, | | 


Of DUHEM, the General of Diviſion, 
At Fribourg, in Briſgaw, in the Circle of Suabia, 
Upon the 12th of October, between two and three 


o'clock in the afternoon, orders were received to prepare 


| rters, in a gentleman's houſe, for a French general 
and four officers ; ſoon after which appeared the general 
of diviſion Duhem, and a ſuite of 30 or 40 officers, 
_ ſeveral privates, and ſervants, who were received with the 


greateſt compl.iſance. But the general, in a commanding 


tone, gave orders that a dinner, fic for a republican gene- 
ral and 25 of his retinue, ſhould be provided at five 
_ o'clock, and he added, that he expected to be in all 


reſpects treated and attended according to his rank and 


dignity. Six rooms and the ſaloon were immediately 
opened ; but the ſervants of the houſe not being able, in 
the hurry and confuſion, to find the ay of the other 
apartments, the general threatened to break open the 


doors, and his aide-de-camp began to talk about cudgels 


and horſewhips. Before I proceed, let me relate an 
anecdote of this aide-de-camp, highly characteriſtie of 
him and his aſſociates: Duhem having iflued an order 
that the magiſtrates of Fribourg ſhould furniſh the inftru- 
ments uſed in the I urkiſh muſic, and they having re- 
reſented to the aide-de-camp the impoſſibility of obeying 
unreaſonable a demand, that ſhameleſs reprobate re- 


lied, „that if they would procure him a couple of 
— BR girls, they might keep the Turkiſh muſic for 
themſelves.” | | 5 


The general, officers, and privates paſſed their whole 
time at the table, and every exertion was made to ſatis 
their gluttony, but in vain; for upon the 13th of Octo- 
ber general Duhem, after bitterly complaining of his 
ordinary fare, with many threats commanded the delivery 
of 20 pounds weight of ſugar, 16 of coffee, 16 of rice, 


and 18 lemons, which he had no ſooner received, than he 
made a further demand of 50 bottles of champagne, and 
o bottles of ſweet wine; and the next morning, before 


his departure, he iſſued a freſh order for 50 more bottles 
of champagne, which he received and conveyed away. 


Neither were his ſervants idle ; for in the _—— 
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the 13th of October, they broke into the ſaddle houſe, 

and plundered it of all the ſaddles and harneſs they could 
find; and though the general and ſome of his officers 

ſaw them carry away their ſpoil, and were applied to for 

redreſs, they did not chooſe to liſten to the complaint, but- 
ſuffered the booty to be carried off. When Duhem and 

his followers quitted the houſe, upon the 14th of October, 
it was diſcovered that they had left in their apartments 
and beds the moſt filthy traces of their exiſtence, and 
that they had ſtolen ſeveral pairs of theets and a hand- 
ſome counterpane, and rifled a portmanteau of its con- 
tents. The upper part of this houſe had been previouſly 
plundered by a commiſlary's alſiſtant in July, and was 
now again publicly robbed, not by the ungovernable 
ſoldiery, but by a general, who affected to talk about 
diſcipline, and by his officers and ſervants, A French 
lieutenant had * * been degraded and ſent to the gal- 


leys for levying a trifling contribution when the French 
| firſt appeared at Fribourg; but that was done only to 
deceive the Germans until they had got a firm footing in 


the country, after which the incendiaries, murderers, 
and plunderers of all deſcriptions were ſuffered to commit 
their ravages with impunity, _ | 4 


HE DINGE N, 


A Franciſcan convent, and two farm - houſes, in the county of sig · 


maringen, near the Danube, and in the Circle of Suabia, 


Upon the fifth of October, whilſt a column of the 
army of the Rhine and Moſelle was retreating towards 
Switzerland, a party of the infantry marched acroſs the 
fields, plundered the two farm-houſes, ſtormed the con- 
vent, ſtripped the prieſts and their ſervants even of their 


| hoes and neckcloths, and either carried away or deſtroyed 


all the bedding, and every thing elſe they could diſcover z 
and two cavalry officers, who appeared to have more 
humanity than their comrades, coming up and orderin 
them to deſiſt, were groſsly inſulted, deprived of their 
piſtols, and put to flight by the ſoldiers with their ſabres. 
The church was pillaged of the ſacerdotal garments and 
communion plate, and the greateſt indignities 1 
. | 0 | 


| were not ſaſe from the diſgraceful outrages of theſe in- 


[4] 


offered to every thing that is deemed ſacred. Theſe ex- 


ceſſes continued from eleven in the morning until four in 
the afternoon ; and the friars, after repeated b ds, and 


their lives. 


threats of immediate death, loſt al moi every thing but 


SCHWANPDO RF, 
A village in the Auſtrian part of Suabia. 
To this place the 8th of October was a day of 
terror and yur and as the report of the French 
yr 


cruelties had already reached the ears of the inhabitants, 
the women and children fled, with ſome of their valuable 


effects, into an adjoining wood, hoping to be there ſe- 


cure from the attacks of the ſoldiers, wha were now 
upon their retreat, and entered the village, to the num- 
ber of 3,000. Some of them ſtopped at the parſonage, 
and demanded wine; but whilſt the miniſter was giving 
orders for its delivery, they dragged him into the cellar, 
and robbed him of his watch, whilſt others ſtole his 
horſes out of the adjoining paſture. In the mean time 
the heroes who, in the language of their employers, had 


not ceaſed to deſerve well of their country, began pillaging 


with ſuch violence and rapacity, that the inhabitants 
were driven by deſpair to attempt the protection of their 


property, which enraged the aggreſſors ſo much, that 
| — threatened to burn the village, and would probably 


have done fo, but for the exertions of ſome officers, and 
for the flight of the peaſants, whom they purſued to- 
wards the wood, where the ſhrieks of the women and 


children preſently diſcovered their retreat, When the 
ſoldiers had here fatisfied their rapacity, and plundered 
the poor fugitives of nearly all that they poſſeſſed, 


they completed the tragedy with outrages the moſt 
ſhocking to humanity, Married women were diſ- 
honoured in the preſence of their huſbands and chil- 


dren; and young girls were deſpoiled of their innocence = 


under the eyes of their parents and companions, Even 
women who had borne children only eight or ten days, 


r 
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human 


arms, and inſe 


ſufferers, threatened the reſiſtance of 
inſtant death, _ | 
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who dragged the infants from their 


ble to the m— 


— 
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E M MIN GE N, 


ſcreams of the 


eir mothers with 


A village in Suabia, in the principality of Furſtenberg. 


Uros the morning of the ſeventh of October, the 
peace of this village was ſuddenly and unexpectedly diſ- 
turbed by 600 or 700 Republicans, who, to the cha-, 
racter of ſoldiers, added that of robbers, miſcreants, and 
barbarians, deſtitute of feeling and of decency. They 
broke into the dwelling of one of the principal farmers, 
carried off all the proviſions, linen, and wearing apparel, 
even of the children, and ſtole a waggon A. four 
horſes, with which they conveyed away their booty; 
and moſt of the houſes in the village underwent a ſimi- 
But the miniſter of the pariſh was one of the 


lar fate. 


greateſt ſufferers; for not even age or ſevere illneſs. 
rotect him from ill uſage, and from being 
from his bed under pretence that he had con- 
cealed his money; after which they broke open his 
wardrobe and — * and carried away all his money, 
plate, houſehold linen, and wearing apparel. 
The prince of Furſtenberg's ſteward, who, in at» 
tempting to eſcape, fell down and diſlocated his ancle, 
was purſucd by the ſoldiers, and nearly beaten to death 


could 


dragge 


4 


after which they pillaged his habitation, and committed 


every ſpecies of enormity. Several young girls and 


married women fell a facritice to the outrag 


eous paſſions 


of theſe ruffians, againſt whom even grey hairs afforded _ 
no protection; for an old woman near 70 years of age 
was ſucceſſively diſhonoured by four of theſe monſters, 


whoſe brutality 


words are wanting ſufficiently to repro- 


 BIBURG, 


tw T7 


B I BUR G. 
A ſmall but pleaſant village near Augſburg in Suabia 5. 
UPon the 20th of September, part of the French army 


retreated through Biburg, under the command of pee 
Duhem, who, with a retinue of 45 men and 50 horſes, 


took up his abode at the country-houſe of a gentleman of 


Augſburg, and commanded a large ſupply of proviſions 


for the table. But the leſſer robbers, upon their march - 


towards Bavaria, had fo plundered the village, that there 
was but little left for the greater; and he had fortunately 
brought with him a caſk of wine, ſtolen by his orders out 
of a cellar at Augſburg, His followers, however, ran- 
ſacked every part of the houſe, and the ſoldiers either 
carried away or deſtroyed what had been left by their 
predeceſſors; every thing was deemed lawful prey, 
and ſcarcely a houſe eſcaped without being completely 
— e beer in the caſks was waſted, large 

nches of fruit-trees were cut off, and even the water- 


pipes were cut to pieces, ſo that the village remained four | 


days deſtitute of water. Women advanced in years, and 


girls who were as out of their childhood, were facri= 
theſe ſavages; and a French officer, 


need to the paſſions o 
who attempted to put a ſtop to their brutality, was ſo de- 


ſperately wounded hy, them, that he fell almoſt lifeleſs 


his horſe. Duhem, who demanded a quantity of 
ſugar and coffee, and condeſcended to accept about | 


louis in their ſtead, marched out of Biburg the next 


morning, when it was diſcovered that the great general 
and his gang underſtood the art of thieving and deſolat- 
ing as well as the reſt of the banditti ; for they had car- 
ried away all the plate and linen, let all the wine run out 
of the caſks in the cellar, and done all poſſible miſchief to 
the furniture, | | 
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An account of the infamous conduct of the French in this 


place was given in a pamphlet, called * The French at Biburgy 
© in 2796, to the Directory at Paris;“ publiſhed in 1797 in Ger- 


many, by a perſon of yeracity aud reputation, | 
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operate as warnings io other nations, . 


E 43 1 
The damages ſuſtained by this village, during four or 
five ary the F — their march and their 
retreat, were very conſiderable; and ſeveral families were 


reduced to the greateſt poverty and diſtreſs. Such are 


the bleſſi ugs conferred upon their fellow creatures by the 
diſciples of liberty and equality, the vile inſtruments of a 


few languinary and ambitious tyrants | _ 


 STOZINGEN, 


| „ village in Suabia, containing 1, 100 inhabitants, and belonging 


to the Count Stain, and others *, 
Wurx the French entered this place, they teſtified 


| ſome ſort of reſpect for the articles of the convention, 


which had been purchaſed at fo great a price; but upon 


the following day 72 threw off the maſk, aſſumed their 


proper character of plunderers, and turned the conteſt 
againſt kings into war with the peaſants and mechanics. 
But this was only a prelude to greater calamities ; for 

ener?) Vandamme having. cither through ignorance or 
inattention, eſtabliſhed his military cheſt at Stozingen, 
under a ſmall guard, and an Auſtrian » lying only 
five miles diſtant, having, in the courſe of their patrole, 
fallen in with and carried it off, and made the guard pri- 
ſoners, the inhabitants were accuſed of having given in- 


formation to the Auſtrians, and a detachment, under the 


command of colonel Lavalle, arrived upon the 1oth of 
Auguſt, with orders to ſet fire to the village. Old and 
young, and women with infants at the breaſt, rending 
the air with their lamentations, haſtily fled into the fields, 
and at four o'clock the cannons were pointed againſt the 
houſes, whilſt the huſſars and chaſſeurs, with cocked 
piſtols and drawn ſwords, prevented the flight of the few 
who had remained there. One woman was killed b 

them upon the ſpot, and another died two days afterwards 


aa; 


The ſufferings of this place are detailed at large in a German 
publication, called © Materials for the Hiſtory of the War in 
4% Suabia, in 1796.“ The Germans hope theſe publications wilt | 


= 
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in conſequence of the blows ſhe received upon the breaſt 


with the but-end of a piſtol, Lavalle, after the moſt hu- 
miliating entreaties, at length yielded to the prayers of 
the clergy and other perſons, and promiſed to ſpare the 
town upon payment of 1,000 louis, which condition, 


though tending to their ruin, was complied with; but 


moſt of the houſes were pillaged, ſeveral women were 
abuſed in the moſt brutal manner, and five of the moſt 


opulent inhabitants were led away as hoſtages, one of 
whom was tied between two horles, and forced to keep 


up with them on foot, even when upon the full trot, 


either was the bloody and rapacivus mind of Van- 
_  damme ſatisfied with the payment of the 1,000 louis; for 
he inſiſted upon, and actually received 500 more, which, 


with the ſubſequent loſſes of the inhabitants by different 


parties vor the retreat of the French, raiſed the da- 
1d 


mage to conſiderably more than LF. 2, 500 ſterling, and 
— many induſtrious perſons to the greateſt diſ- 
trels, 


The mind recoils and the hand almoſt refuſes to do its 
office in recording the crimes committed by theſe phun- 


derers in ſeveral neighbouring villages, where they burn- 
ed, deſtroyed, pillaged, and violated, according to their 
wonted ſyſtem, — where, with the malignity of de- 
mons, they broke even the crutches of a cripple, becauſe 
he poſſeſſed nothing worth their ſtealing fi.m him, 
And — ſuch wild beaſts will not every arm be 


lifted up, ſhould they again attempt to make an attack 
upon our country ? | SEE 
 AYSTETTEN, 


A village in the neighbourhood of Augſburg, in the Circle of 


_ .  Upow the 22d of Auguſt this place was viſited by a 


party of French, who broke open the cellar in the caſtle, 
drank or carried away a large quantity of foreign wine, 


ſtole or r much of the furniture, and conveyed R 


away their ſpoil in a carriage drawn by two fine horſes, 
Which they took out of the ſtable. Frem that paring 
| a * 


— . 
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until the middle of September, not a day paſſed but the 


village was either plundered by ſoldiers or oppreſſed 
Mann, «> tr armed with dns: and as they — 


5 ſtantly rendered uſeleſs what they could not carry away, 


the damages ſuſtained by the inhabitants amounted to up- 
wards of 3,000/, ſterling. But no adequate idea can be 
given of the cruelties inflicted upon the men, and of the 
outrages committed ag iinſt the women, both here and in 
the neighbouring towns and hamlets; it is, however, 


worthy of obſervation, that theſe ſelf- named protectors 


of the peaſantry ſeemed to take the greateſt delight in 


_ robbing the houſes, and 2 the peace of that claſs 
well 


of people, whoſe protection an ire they and their 
employers have ſo frequently declared to be the chief 


| objects of their ambition. 


Fo iy ENGEN, 
A ſmall town in Suabia, in the Principality of Furſtenberg, 
ALTHOUGH the deſtructive ſteps of the French were 


5 every where marked with blood, cruelty, and rapine, no 


place ſuffered in ſo great a degree as the ton of Engen; 
and the moſt unfeeling muſt tremble, the moſt patient be 
inſpired with deſire of revenge, and the moſt obſtinate 
partiſan of Frenchmen and French principles muſt be 


converted, and even filled with horror, at the relation of 
all the criminal exceſſes committed in this little town by 


the Republicans . But I will ſpare my readers the pain 


ol peruſing a repetition of ſuch calamities, and ſhall only 


EY * 
—— 


* We no longer hear the cry, which, before the paſſage of the 


' Rhine at Kehl by the Republicans, was but too common in ſome 


of the German towns and villages: “ Oh! if the French would 
« but come ; then ſbould aue be happy and jree !” Dreadful expe- 
rience has cured the peatants and the citizens of this pernicious and 
erroneous opinion, Yet itill do there remain a few lufty ſpirits, 

who are not made wiſe by experience, and who not only forgive the 
diſgraceful conduct ot the French, but endeavour even to juſtify it. 


But theſe are men, of whom Solomon, with prophetic ſpirit, fait 


« Though thou ſhouldeſt bray a tool in a mortar among wheat 


FW Y. 


tended friends to liberty and to mankind. 8 

A man happening indiſcreetly to expreſs his joy at the 
retreat of the French, and the near approach of the 
Auſtrians, was ſhot at and mortally wounded ; and an- 
other, who had expreſſed the fame ſatisſaction, and had at- 
tempted to defend his property, was deliberately ſhot, 


after tearing his fleſn to pieces, and pulling his tongue out 


by the roots. Married women and girls, mothers and 


their daughters, who had hoped for ſafety in the church, 


were violated at the foot of the altar; and neither the 


venerable age of ſeventy or eighty years, nor the moſt 


loathſome diſorders and deformities, could check the paſ- 
ſions of the invaders, who left behind them traces of 
diſeaſes, whoſe very names had until then been unknown 
in this ſequeſtered diſtrict. All the archives in the town- 
houſe were wantenly deſtroyed, the churches in every 


way profaned and defiled, and cven the croſſes upon the 


raves of the dead were objects of their fury and paſſion 
for deſtruction, | | | 
But it was reſerved for general Ferino to crown theſe 


miſdeeds with an action etcrnally diſgraceful to his name 


and country; for upon the 9th of October, under pre- 
tence of the treachery of the inhabitants, he commanded 
one of the ſuburbs to be ſet on fire; and in order to pre- 
vent any attempts to quench the flames, he ſurrounded 


it with a guard. In a thort time thirty-three houſes and 


barns, with all their contents, were reduced to aſhes 
and ruins, and only the church and' four cottages eſ- 
caped the fury of the conflagration; but having received 


advice at midnight that the Auſtrians, to the number of 


10,000, were in purſuit of him, Ferino became fo furious, 


that he ordered another ſuburb to be ſet on fire, and twelve 
houſes fell a ſacrifice to the inhumanity of the Republi- 


cans, who left the place, followed by the curſes and bitter 


lamentations of numerous families and individuals, whoſs _ 
ruin they had thus wantonly accompliſhed, | —— 

I have purpoſely omitted the detail of the various acts 
of plundering and deſtroying, and ſhall cloſe this melan- 
choly account by ſtating, that the loſſes ſuſtained by the 
people of this town and twelve neighbouring vil lager, 


mention ſome of the moſt atrocious actions of theſe pre- 


more than half the quantity 
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amounted at the loweſt computation to 373,768 florins, | 
or more than Z. 33,000 ſterling, OT es 


Of GENERAL TARREAU, 


At Hofen, a Benedictine co vent, in Suabia, near the Lake of 


Conſtance. 


\ SevERAL of the leaders of the French hordes have, 
by their miſdeeds, for ever connected their names with 
infamy ; but general "Tarreau uinted in himſelf the ſe- 


veral bad qualities of the reſt, and cannot be mentioned 


without horror and deteſtation. "The moſt unbounded 
rapacity, inſatiable cruelty, intemperanc-”, thirſt of re- 
venge, vulgar inſolence, contempt of every thing ſacred 


and decent, and the diſavowal of all the feelings of hu- 


manity, formed the baſis of the character of this man, 
who in no country but in France, and there only under 
the auſpices of ſuch a revolution, could ever have been 
entruſted with the command of an army. Some of his 
monſtrous exceſſes have already been recorded, and it 
remains only to be told, that when the French were 


_ obliged to give way before the Auſtrians, this man, rag- 


ing like a tiger that had loſt its prey, arrived upon the 
22d of September at Hofen, where he eſtabliſhed his 
head quarters, and with his worthy aſſociate Labrouſſe, 
and his con ſidential valet Laguerre, endeavoured to make 


himſelf a ſinall compenſatioa for the Joſs of the ſpoils of 


Vienna, of which the French had thought themſelves _ 
ſecure. , His whole character will beſt be known from 
the following dreadful declaration, which was continually 
upon his lips, that “ He only repented of having at 
any time acted with humanity, and of not having con- 
verted into duſt and aſhes all the cities, villages, and 

convents he had ſeen upon his march.“ His life at 


Hofen was one continued ſcene of cruelty, robbery, in- 


temperance, and debauchery; and upon the '23d of 


September he ſent a requilition to Conſtance of 6,000 


pints of brandy, to be delivered in 24 ou under pom 
of being given up to be plundered by the ſoldiery. No 

4 — could be found in 
; Conſtance, 


— - 
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*Conflance, and was font of towards head quarters by 


water, but was detained by contrary winds; upon whic 

Tarreau threatened not only to ſet fire to the town, but 
to put to death the chief magiſtrate, and ſeveral others 
whom he detained as hoſtages, and who after paſſing the 


night under the apprehenſions of approaching death, 


would probably have fallen a ſacrifice to the paſſion of 
this ſanguinary commander, if the brandy had not ar- 


' rived in the morning before the hour appointed for their 


execution. The booty remained 3 days at head quar- 


ters, and was then ſold by the 22 Stouhlen to 


the neighbouring Swiſs; nor did the French ſoldiers 
taſte one drop of this liquor, which had been extorted 
under pretence that it was neceſſary for the army. 


ANECDOTES ef various French Generals, Officers, 


and Commillaries, 


THAT not only privates, but that even officers of 
rank, either pillaged or divided the ſpoil, is proved by 
innumerable inſtances, of which we think it neceſſar 
only to notice the following. A carriage laden wit 


| — belonging to an officer upon the ſtaff, having 


roken down during the retreat of the French army, two 
of the inhabitants of the village of Eyken, where the 


accident happened, were obliged inſtantly to provide 
another conveyance, and re-load the booty, which was 
| ſo ſpeedily and well executed, that, contrary to their 


expectation, and to the uſual practice of his comrades, 
he rewarded them with 16 pounds went of tallow, and 
a complete ſet of joiners tools! Another officer of rank 


| fold in the ſame village a bird and a Bohemian 


drinking glaſs for the ſum of about ſevenpence ſterling z 
and at Rheinfelden, another officer having ſold a horſe to 
a Swiſs of the canton of Baſle for g louis, he no ſooner 


received the money, than jumping upon the horſe he | 


galloped away, and diſappeared both with the horſe and 


money. A ſoldier having ſtripped a gentleman's ſer- 


vant of the boots he was wearing, was, upon the com- 
plaint of the ſervant to an officer, obliged to reſtore 


them; 


sss S 


them; but the officer drawing them on, and finding that 
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they fitted him, told the ſervant, in a jeering tone, that 
they were much too good for him, and ſtrutted away 


with them, Whilſt the French were at Donauwerth, 


a general officer, accompanied by two officers, and eſ- 
corted by ſix huſſars, eſpying ſome ducks and poultry in 
a farm- yard in a village rough which they were on 
the officers diſmounted, and whilſt the general held 
their horſes, they ſtole the ducks and fowls, and returned 
triumphantly to Donauwerth with their booty, When 
Tarreau had his head quarters at the imperial town of 


Wangen, he made a requiſition of ſuch a quantity of 
corn as it was impoſlible for the municipality to furniſhz 


but the chief magiſtrate having received a hint that the 
general was very fond of cray-fiſh, he ſent him a preſent 
of ſome out of an adjoining lake, famous in Suabia for 

thoſe fiſh, with which the general was ſo pleaſed that he 
wittftw the demand for corn, but put in requiſition all 
the cray-fiſh in the lake for the daily ſupply of his table, 
as long as he ſhould remain there, As a companion td 


the foregoing anecdote we will mention, that, in a vil- 


lage near Wiſbaden, upon the Rhine, one of the com- 
miſſaries of the army of the Sambre and Meuſe put in 


- requiſition not only all the wine belonging to the miniſ- 


ter of the pariſh, but his glaſſes, bottles, kitchen furni- 
ture, table linen, and napkins for twelve perſons, and 
even his houſekeeper, to prepare the dinner; and further 
informed him, that he muſt ſend to Wiſbaden to / » qa 


What they wanted, and what his houſe did not afford, 


Some French ſoldiers having ſtolen a very fine horſe _ 


our of a farmer's ſtable near Augſburg, he complained to 


the adjutant-general Houel, who promiſed him redreſs, 
but upon ſeeing the horſe, thought proper to retain it for 
his own uſe, But it ſhould ſeem as it Providence con- 
nived at this crime, as carrying its puniſhment along 


With it, for Houel was ſhortly after drowned in croffing 


the Leck, whilſt riding the ſtolen horſe, which worked 
its way through the water, and fortunately found its road 


back to its old maſter. | 


A republican general having upon the retreat taken 


5 up his quarters at the houſe 2 a clergyman, went 


quietly 


„ 

or himſelf and his followers; but his ſervants ſoon af- 
terwards came to the clergyman with an order from their 
maſter to procure him a handſome bedfellow, which 
he refuſed, and threatened in caſe of ill-uſage to alarm 


the peaſantry; upon which they deſired that they might 
be allowed to introduce one out of the village, to which 


he ſo: ſtrenuouſly objected, that, being few in num- 


ber, they thought proper to deſiſt from their demands. 


The next morning the general ordered his entertainer to 


give him his money; but he replied that ſome republican 
robbers had already deprived him of his watck and money, 
and had left him nothing but a dollar, which the general 
condeſcended to packet, and then rode away, J 
Eccleſiaſties of every deſcription and every religion, 
and particularly the profeſſed, of both ſexes, 2 
chief objects of republican malevolence, immorality, and 
cruelty, in which the ſoldiers were led on and encouraged 
by their officers, A reſpect for decency and for the ſuffer- 


ers forbids us to particularize the numberleſs well au- 


thenticated proofs of this aſſertion, and to name the places 
where aged prieſts were forced to the commiſſion of the 
moſt indecent and immoral actions, and where nuns were 
ſtripped of their garments, and obliged to dance in a ſtate 
of nature with the officers and ſoldiers. At a ſmall 
town in Suabia, the friars and nuns belonging to two 
neighbouring convents were convened by command of 
the French officers, bound faſt together fage to face, 
With their hands tied behind their =_ and each was 
obliged to drink a cup full of coffee, containing a ſtrong 
emetic ; and in that poſition did they remain until the 
medicine had operated, whilſt the officers rejoiced and 

ſhouted as if they had performed ſome heroic action. 
And here let us conclude the detail of crimes, ſurpaſs- 
ing in cruelty and variety any exceſſes ever before com- 
mitted by the ſoldiers of a civilized country, and render- 
ed more hideous, when we conſider that the perpetrators 
proclaim themſelves the moſt humane and enlightened 
people of the earth, and endeavour to ſeduce the ſub- 
jets of other countries from their allegiance, by the 
| 0 1 5 ſpecious 


2 to bed, after demanding and receiving fx ſhirts | 


eemed the 
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- W but treacherous offer of a liberty pregnant with 
miſchief, and of an equality which has been found to be 


impracticable. 


I Know not how I can better terminate this ac- 


count, than by giving an extract from a letter, dated 
Stuttgard, November the firſt, 1796, and written to me 


by the friend, from whom. I afterwards received the 

ublication, from which I have now offered ſome tranſ / 
— ſelactions to the public, His ſituation, employ» 
ment, and thorough knowledge of every part of the Cir- 


cle of Suabia, added to his abilities and love of inveſti» 


— make him completely qualified to procure and 


furniſh the beſt information upon the ſubject; and a 


confidential my of nearly ten years has ſupplied me 
with manifold proofs of his integrity and love of truth, 


« from Augſburg and the Lake of Conſtance to Hunin- 
« gen, left every where the moſt diſmal traces of plun- 
6 | and deſtruction, as well as of horrors, ſuch as bar- 
& barians only could commit. The inhabitants, rouſed 
&« to deſpair by the ſhocking behaviour of the enemy, 
« rofe in arms; and Moreau was forced to retreat with 


« his army in as compact a body as he could, leſt his 


« baggage and d-tached corps ſhould be deſtroyed by 


che peaſantry, The Auſtrian troops, from the ſerjeant 

downwards, and in the cavalry, from the captain 
„% downwards, are certainly, for their diſcipline and cool 

« courage the firſt ſoldiers in the world, and want not, 


like the French, intoxication, or the other means em- 


« ployed to make them advance and to do wonders z but 
cb the want of ſkill in the commanding officers beg- 
gars all deſcription,” | | | | 
Ihe behaviour of the French army in Upper Suabia 
e is a black catalogue of plunder, exactions, and viola- 


« tion of all the laws of humanity ; the grenadiers and 
« heavy cavalry alone ſhewed any traces of ancient, 
« diſcipline and behaved like men; the commanding 
* officers were the firſt nat the robbers, and were 


| A. A. 
„ Tas army of general Moreau has, in its retreat 
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. equalled only by the volunteers; and ſeveral humane 


4 men in the ftation of inferior officers fell victims in 


dec attempting to maintain even the moſt common rules 


4 of humanity ; whereas the Auſtrian officer is always 


4 perfect maſter of his ſoldiers, When the” French 


ve enter a town, the commanding officers begin by 
* bargaining with the magiſtracy for order and good diſ- 


< cipline ; but when they have received the ſtipulated 


« ſum, they connive at the intemperate conduct of the 

— When Van- 
« damme arrived at Tuttlingen, he bargained for 75 
„ louis for himſelf and 50 For his aide-de-camp, to- 


cc gether with a complete ſuit of wearing apparel, which 


they had no ſooner received than the ſoldiers began 


40 
4 to plunder, and during 24 hours committed every 
44 


exceſs that can be imagined. When general Moreau 
« was here, his linen was obſerved to be marked with a 
variety of letters, which proved that he had ſtolen it 
from different perſons, or received it as his ſhare of 
plunder, One of his aides-de-camp having been taken 
ill at a gentleman's houſe, one of the ſervants in ar- 
ranging his baggage found a complete ſuit of cloaths 


age) which he had ftolen; and another, upon quitting 
a houſe where he had been quartered, rewarded the 
trouble of the ſervant maid with a preient of three cook 
maid's aprons, After the battle which had been fought 
near Canſtad:, the French army ſtaid all night upon 
the field of battle; and When 4 loon afterwids went 


« out to ſee it, I found mnoug the carcaſes of the horles 


« a woman's apparel and a fan. A friend of mine 
having general V andamme quartered in his houſe, 


Co 

„ was aſked by one of his aides-de-camp to exchange 
an elegant I'ght ſaddle for a heavy one of his, to which _ 
« my friend reluctantly conſented 3 but the nex: morn- 


“ ing the knave rode off with both the ſaddles, one 


4 upon the other - 

« The ſagacity of the troops in diſcovering what had 
„ been concealed excceds all that can be imagined. 
„ My brother in law had hiv plate, money, and other va-= |} 
„ Juable effects to the value of 5000 florins (or about 
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(apparently belonging to a child of ęight years of 


c 
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« 6 450) in an old tower next his houſe, and thought 
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« himſelf ſecure by cauſing the tower to be qverthrown,, 
« fo that the treaſure lay concealed under the ruins; 

« but they diſcovered it, by obſerving that ſome of the 
e ſtones had moſs upon that part which lay downwards, 


4 s and none-upon the upper part; and they ſpeedily made. 
e their way to the depoſit, He was alſo robbed in leſs 


« than half an hour of effects to the value of 5006 
« florins more, by 40 chaſſeurs, who broke open his 
« coffers, tore down the wainſcot in the rooms, and 
led away fix horſes out of his ſtable ;, but upon appli» - 
<« cation to general La Roche, the 6 horſes were re- 


“ ſtored, and the ſoldiers were driven off. That general 


„ then expreſſed much concern at what had happe 


4 but thought proper to ſeize the public cheſt entruſt 
to my brother, to whom. he offered to give a receipt 


“ for 150 louis more than it contained, ſaying, that by 
& ſo doing he might recover from the public a part of 
4 what he had loſt by plunder ; he could not conceive: 


6 ab my brother refuſed it, and betrayed not the 


« fig teſt ſymptom of that common hoacſty which pro- 


* ibits (i a breach of truſt. Wy. 


_ * 


N 
TO THE 
BY ANTHONY . AUFRE R E, ESQ, 


FRIENDS AND FELLOW COUNTRYMEN, 


Fur preceding pages will, I hope, have convinced 


you, that no confidence is to be placed in the aſſer- 
tions of thoſe who endeavour to perſuade you of the good 


conduct and diſcipline of the French armies, and that no | 
faith is to be put in the promiſes and declarations of a 
people, who, under high-founding terms, have deluded 


many feeble minds into a belief of their aſſurances, in or- 


der that they might the more eaſily accompliſh their pur. 
poſes of conqueſt, rapine, and deſolation. One of the 


moſt brilliant writers of that nation long ſince told u 


that his countrymen partook of the character both of the 
monkey and the tiger; and his compariſon will be found 
to be ſtrictly juſt in the latter inſtance, if we look back 


into hiſtory, and examine the accounts of the behayiour 
of the French armies during the various wars Carried 
on by their reſpective monarchs ; hut it was reſerved for 
us to remark, that ſince the æra of the French Revolu- 
tion they have approximated ſtill more to the nature of 
the tiger, by that ravenous appetite for prey, and that in- 
fatiable thirſt for blood, which are the characteriſtics of 
that animal, and which they are now deſirous of gratify- 
ing in this wealthy, populous, and happy iſland, . You 


muſt have ſeen too, that this obſervation applies not only 
to the common ſoldiers in the armies of France, the re- 
fuſe of that licentious nation, but that it is equally appli» 
cable to the French officers of every deſaription, and that 
the few in an inferior rank amongſt them, who betrayed Þ} 
any ſymptoms of humanity, and any with 


iſh to maintain 


* 


PEOPLE OF GREAT BRITAIN, | 


diſcipline 


diſcipline and order, fell victims to the inſubordination of: 
tue troops, and to the culpable negligence of the ſeveral 


_ | commanders. 


In the early part of the French revolution, ſeveral men 
of letters, and other well-informed and liberal- minded 

perſons in Germany, entertained a hope that the empire, 
divided into a variety of petty ſtates, ſubject to very de- 
ſective forms of government, would derive advantage from 
the emancipation of a powerful nation, and that ſome 


ſteps would be taken, without inſurrection or diſturb- 


ance, towards aboliſhing the many remains of feudal * 


rights and privileges, by which the middle and lower 


| Clailes of people in Germany are ſo much humbled and 


oppreſſed, It is indeed to be lamented, that ſuch odious 
diſtinctions ſhould be preſerved, and ſuch marked divi- 
ſions in iow ſhould obtain in Germany, as juſtified the 
maſs of people, and particularly the men of talents and 
accompliſhments, in labouring to eradicate ſuch abuſes, 
and to ſubſtitute a new order of things more favourable 
to freedom, commerce, and ſociety, The excluſion of 
plebeians of learning and ſcience from the enjoyment of- 
offices of ſtate, from the various marks of diitin&tion fo 
flattering to man, and even from all familiar intercourſe- 
with the nobility, is too common in the empire, and too 
galling to men who are conſcious of conſiderable intellec- 
tual endowments, not to have excited a hope, at the dan 
of the French revolution, that its accompliſhment would 
ameliorate the lot of the inferior claſſes of ſubjects, and 
ſecure to all ranks of people that Equality of Rights, to 
which they felt they had fo juſt a claim; but when that 
revolution teſtified in ãts progreſs, that its object was not 
the eſtabliſhment of wholeſome liberty and a juſt equa» 
lity of rights, but that it tended to the extinction of civil 
and religious liberty, to the deſtruction of all order and 
happineſs in ſociety, and to the gratification 6f the bound- 
les ambition of the French; that its decrees were written 
in blood, and its edicts ,promulgated by the ſword; the 


advocates for reform in Germany quickly ſaw how 


much reaſon they had to deprecate the introduction of a 
ſyſtem, which, inſtead of adminiſtering relief to their 
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portation of French principles and the diſplay of the re- 

publican ſtandard; and it is worthy of remark, that 
throughout that extenſive country, the French armies 
were not joined by any of the inhabitants, except the very 
refuſe of the people ; and that the ſubjects of the various 


princes of the empire did not diſhonour their country and = 


themſelves, either by a diſpoſition to revolt, or by a de- 


mand of conceſſions, which the poſture of affairs might 


have rendered it imprudent to refuſe. Nor do I except 
the inhabitants of the diſtricts upon the left bank of the 
Rhine, whoſe geographical ſituation expoſed them to the 


the will of the conqueror, without a proſpect of relief from 
+ their countrymen: upon the appolite fide of the river, 


inroads of the French, and has finally 15 them to 


But I am perſuaded that the German territories annexed 


to the empire of France can only be retained by the ſtrong 


arm of deſpotic power, and that the people languiſh to be 
reſtored to that government, from which they have been 
ſevered, and which, however defective, ſecured them ſuch 


bleſſings, as under their new maſters they are never likely 
to experience, | 5 „„ 


If then the people of a country, indiſputably ſubjeR to 1 


many ſerious grievances, continue firm in their allegiance, 
and reject with ſcorn the principles which have been 
inſidiouſly held out to them under the moſt deluſive names, 
and painted in the moſt dazzling colours, ſhall we, en- 


joying the greateſt portion of rational liberty of any na- 


» tion in the world —ſhall Britons, who with reaſon boaſt 
of the moſt perfect equality of rights, to whom are open 
all the avenyes to wealth, honours, power, and diſtinc- 
tipas—ſhall this country, I ſay, the envied reſidence 
of freedom, juſtice, and ſcience, not ſtand equally firm 
to our conſtitution ; and ſhall: we barter our happineſs 
and in nce for revolutionary principles, con- 
ceived in fin, and propagated in iniquity? No 
Let us cling to our religion, our laws, and our con- 


dear 
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| eomplaints, was teeming with the moſt deſtructive evils. 1 
None but men of deſperate fortunes, of wild ambition, 
and of heated imaginations, continued to with for the im- 


Ritution, as the main ſupports of every thing that is 1 
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riumph in 
flection, that we have magnanimouſly and with little 
triment withſtood the open attacks and ſtill more 
rous intrigues of our enemies, whilſt other countries 
ve been Hed- of their happineſs and reduced ta 
the moſt abject « nn, either by the arms and ſpe- 
cious promiſes of the invader, or by the treachery, weak - 
neſs, and diſcord of their own inhabitants. Neither let 
us give ear to the pernicious and ill - timed declamations- 
of thoſe who repreſent us as haſtening to deſtruction, 
who deſcribe us as a people enervated by luxury, deſti- 
tute of vigour, and deficient in reſources, and who wiſh 
us to make conceſſions to that enemy, whoſe ambition 


has been already fed by too much conqueſt, and avaw- 


edly aims at our eraſure from the liſt of nations, Doubt- 
leſs the times are ſuch as call for our moſt ſerious at- 
tention and for our moſt vigorous exertions; but al- 
though luxury, the conſtant attendant upon wealth, has- 
advanced with rapid ſtrides, and though vice in- divers 
ſhapes has pervaded almoſt every rank, yet we are not. 
ſo enfeebled either in mind or body as not to feel for the 
honour of our country, and not to ſtretch out our arms: 
with alacrity in its defence. Our armies, though over- 


powered by ſuperior numbers, ſupported upon the con- 


tinent their ancient character for bravery and firmneſs, - 
Our navy rides triumphant upon the ſeas, and has upon 
every occaſion maintained our ſuperiority over ſuch ot 


our enemies as have ſucceſſively ventured to diſpute it. 


Our yeomanry, a bold and independent race, are trained 
to arms, and eager to ſignalize their. loyalty, Every 

town of importance contains a body of volunteers, com- 
poſed of perſons of character and property, and attached 
to the welfare of their country and their king; and. our 
ſeveral regiments of the line, of fencibles and of militia, 
are for the. moſt part compoſed of young and healthy» 
men, of unqueſtionable and approved fidelity, who yield- 
not in true courage to the enemy; who are command- 
ed by the flower uf the nation, and who form a body 


* 
. . 
: 2 


France can cauſe to be tranſported hither, and ſuperior in 
equipment, diſcipline, and the juſtice of the cauſe in 
| ſupport of which they are enrolled, NT 


The demands upon us for the maintenance of ſo large 
an eſtabliſhment, and for the defence of our diſtant poſ- 
ſeſſions, are indeed great—but are unavoidable. 
Public credit has ———_ ſuffered by a variety of cir- 
cumſtances incidental to almoſt every war, and our 
commerce is neceſlarily obſtructed by the attempts of 
the enemy to intercept our numerous veſſels, which 
| every wind waſts out of every port in the iſland, laden | 
with the produce of the country, and deſtined for the 
| - various quarters of the world, But the momentary 
ſhock of public credit has been retrieved, and confi- 
dence re-eſtabliſhed ; our trade, with all its difficulties 
and obſtructions, far ſurpaſſes that of the other nations 
of the globe, and cantinues to enrich both the country, 
the merchant, and the manufacturer; and though the 
burdens impoſed upon us are weighty, yet oy are ſmall 
in compariſon with the magnitude and value of the 
abjects for which we are contending. Few are the in- 
ſtances where the taxes have cauſed any material altera- 
tions in the mode of life, or given rite to any privation 
to which it was at all difficult to ſubmit; and ſuppoſing 
that we ſhould be calied upon to contribute more, to 
give evena conſiderable ſhare of our ſubſtance in order to 
counteract the deſigns of the French, and enſure the 
- ſafety, honour, and proſperity of the kingdom, there art | | 
I. hope, few who would not cheerfully make the reateſt 
— aud both in wealth and in the comforts of lite, ra- 
ther than endanger the exiſtence of their religion, the- 
well being of their country, the ſafety of their property, 
and the honour of their wives and children, by withhol 
ing that aid which is neceſſary to prevent the inreads of 
an enemy, He may be truly ſaid to employ his money 
moſt profitably, who gives a due proportion of it to the 
ſtate, for the purpoſe of protecting every thing he holds 


induce him to ſuch a meaſure, ſelf-intereſt will 
point it out to him as adviſeable. It is no new thing ta- 
_ repreſent our reſources as exhauſted, our oma 


= 


moſt dear; and if his patriotiſm is ſo lukewarm ** "x 
urely 
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that a national bankruptcy wou 


to lighten our burdens, and to extend our commerce z , 


part of the countries upon the continent! 


land, ſo lately the ſeat of freedom, commerce, in- 
duſtry, and affluence, having been pillaged by its good i 
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in a ſtate of languor, and our public credit ſo lowered ' 7 

. 5 inevitably enſue; the 
publications of the times will ſhew you that it was the 
conſtant topic of thoſe who were adverſe to the meaſures 


of government under every.adminiſtration ſince the 


riod of our happy revolution; and we all of us recolleR, , 


that it was the inexhauſtible theme of thoſe who, either 


as public or as private men, declaimed againſt the conduct 
of miniſters during the American war. But though inthe 
ſpeeches of orators, and in the eſſays of political writers, 


| we have been fo frequently deſcribed as tottering upon the 


brink of a precipice, ” have we continued to run eur ca- 
reer of proſperity and glory, have ſet at nought the idle 
predictions of the timid, and have refuted the ſpecious - 
arguments and calculations of the factious. Ten ſuc- 
ceeding years of peace enabled us to extinguiſh 'a pore - 


tion of the national debt, and to carry our manufaQtures - 
and trade to an extent unexampled in the annals of Great 


Britain; and but for the eruption of that volcano, whole - 
lava has proved fo deſtructive of the exiſtence and hap- 

pineſs of thouſands, the financial operations of the mi- 
niſter, and the ſucceſsful.enterprizes of the wealthy and the. 
induſtrious, would have relieved us from great part of, 


_ thoſe burdens which had been impoſed upon us during 


— — The peace which muſt in due time take - 
place will again enable us ta reduce our eſtabliſhment, , 
and as upon a candid examination you will find that ou. 
reſources are by no means exhauſted, you will note 
hearken to the inſinuations of thoſe whe would miſlead : 
* erroneous computations, and the feigned appre- 


henſions of a national bankruptcy. 
Ho much, my friends, muſt you- rejoice when you 


compare our / preſent ſituation wi:h that of the greater 


ally the republic of France, and forced to declare war. 
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fime importance and a valuable portion of its foreign 
poſſeſfions, preſents at this moment the ſad ſpectacle of 


a country divided againſt itſelf, governed by the intrigues | 
and way the arms of France, deſtitute of com- 


merce, crippled in its navy, defaced almoſt from amongſt 
the nations of Europe, and reduced to a mere ſkeleton of 
that power which once ſo nobly contended for real li- 


berty, and diſputed with this iſland the empire of the 


main, IfT aſk you to what this mighty downfal is to 


be attributed, you will not heſitate to anſwer, that it 


was effected by the introduction of French principles, 
/ nb tho vaſed efforts of the crafty and the credu- 


| The Auftrian Netherlands, long renowned for agri- 
culture, manufactures, induſtr , and opulence, now ex- 


. hibit the ſame melancholy picture of languor, poverty, 

and inſignificance, rendered doubly galling to the in- 
| habifants by the iron yoke of ſervitude, which their re- 
publican tyrants have impoſed upon them. The Feoyerſe 
Entre, that boaſted charter of their liberties, for which 
they contended with ſucceſſive ſovereigns, is now loſt 
in the unintelligible and impracticable code of a French 
conſtitution ; the ſplendid churches of a people, ſingu- 


larly attached to their mode of faith and its ſolemnities, 
are plundered of their ornaments and proſtituted to the _ 
vileſt uſes, and the Belgic name is diſhonoured by a 


faviſh dependence upon its haughty and oppreſſive con- 


The principality of Liege, the dutchy of Fuliers, the 


Cities of Aix and Cologne, and the beautiful and fertile 


Countries upon the banks of the Rhine and the Aale, 


lie proſtrate at the feet of thoſe who had promiſed them 
liberty and independence, and, under the name of loans, 


| — France to carry on a war againſt this country, 
wi 


which they never were at variance, and with which 


they had maintained a proſperous and extenſive trade. 


* © 


ure forced to contribute the laſt reſources of an impove- - 
riſhed territory, for the purpoſe of enabling the Direc- 
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| and Zudech, been able to avoidithe outſtretched m of © | 


French rapacity and power; but have been compelled to- 


| purchaſe a dubious tranquillity by the ſacrifice of ſeveral -Y 


een Gia chanted 


rful and natural protectors, pillaged by the eneniy, & 


and rendered during ſeveral months the theatre of carnage 
and deſolation, is upon the eve of ſacrificing its * 
tution, and a vaſt extent of fertile country, with the feeble- 
and doubtful hope of ſtill maintaining its independence, 


and preſerving the ainder of its territorial E 
EFF Es 


You hove ſoon the Adrien and Imperial cages e 
0 r andar 


ing in every direction before the tri- 


the republic, and the Emperor of Germany humbly ſuing. 
for peace, in order to ſave from impending ruin the ca- 
pital of his hereditary dominions. He has been com- 

lled to abandon to the ambition of the Directory, his 

elgic and Italian provinces, the ancient heritage of his 
family; and you have ſeen him reduced to a ſituation fo 
humiliating, as to be under the neceſſity of profiting by 
the perfidy of France, in receiving as an exchange the 
city of Venice, and ſome provinces, which, under the ſo- 
lemn aſſurances of the French, had thrown off the yoke 
of ariftocracy, and had eſtabliſhed another form of go» 
vernment under the avowed protection of the Direc- 
=_ | 


The treacherous character of the French is no where: 
more fully diſplayed than in their behaviour to the Fene- 
tian people ; for after deluding them with the hopes of 


liberty, equality, and independence, they pillaged the 


city of its treaſures, deſtroyed its moſt ſplendid inſtitu» 
tions and coſtly ornaments, took poſſeſſion of its moſt 
valuable iſlands, plundered it of its navy, aud finiſhed 
their perſidious work by delivering up the to the 
overnment of a ſtranger and of a monarch they 


had always affected to conſider as a deſpot and as a de- 


cided enemy to their maxims of liberty and equality. 4 
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mitted to the will of the Directory; for the (iſalpine, 


Ligurian, and Roman republic, are only branches of the 
fame noxious plant which overſhadows the territory of 


France; and the remaining ſovereigns of diſmembered 
Piedmont, Parma, Tuſcany, and the Two Sicilies, already 
tremble in their palaces, and will prolong their political. 
exiſtence but a few months, by their humiliating ſubmiſ-- 
ſion to the decrees of the Great Nation ;. for the conduct 
of the French ſoldiery in ſome, and of the republican 


emiſſaries in others of the dominions of thoſe = men | 
will rouſe the people to gevenge —= the dignity of the 


French nation will be offended—and the fanie mockery; 
that was lately practiſed at Rome, will be employed for 
-— tern of thoſe ſtates, and with the ſame ſue- 


When you caſt your eyes from Italy acroſs the Me- 


dite rranean, you perceive the mighty realm of Spain 


reduced to the moſt 2 of dependence, and 


a prince of the Houſe of Rourbou compelled not only to 
make peace, but to enter into a cloſe alliance with the 
aſſaſſins and deſtroyers of his family, and to declare war 
 pgainft this country, with whom it is his undoubted in- 

tereſt to live in the ſtricteſt bonds of amity and concord. 
You will obſer e, too, that the French have it in contem- 
plation to revolutionize the kingdom of Portugal; and, 
perhaps I am not raſh.in predicting, that the fame army 
which is allowed to traverſe Spain, for the purpoſe of 


ſubvertiag the government of Portugal, will in its pro- 
greſs ſcatter the ſeeds of revolution, and reap a very am- 


ple harveſt upon its return. L 


Even Scoitzerland, ſo happy—ſo peaceful—and ſo re- - 
22 not eſcaped the ſtorm; but after having for 


om: time averted its fury by the ſteady care and wiſdom 1 
of its pilots, now appezrs upon the point of Yiclding, and - 


of being driven at the mercy of thuſe whole plealure it 


ſeems to be to wreck every form of government upon 


the hideous rocks and ſhoals of liberty and equality. 


— 


Von kannot heſitate to regard Jtaly as entirely ſub— 
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tion, 


Suech is the miniature delineation of the actual ſtate _ © 
of A great portion of the Continent, and ſuch are the hu» MM 
miliations to which different countries have been ſueceſ- 
fively reduced by the power, ambition, and. machinations 
of democratic F rance, whoſe reſtleſs ſpirit of intri 


and thirſt for univerſal dominion far ſurpaſs the limits 
of thole paſſions for which the rulers of the monarchy 


were ever diſtinguiſhed, and whoſe means of attaining 
their _ 2 rendered infinitely more dangerous by 
the | tenor of their doctrines, and the inſidious: 
meaſares adopted in every country for their circula- 


If you attentively examine that apparently formidable: 
power, that firebrand of Europe, you will find that it is. 


indeed a Coloſſus, but that it is a Coloſſus compoſed of, 


ſuch heterogeneous materials, ſo diſproportionably con- 


ſtructed, and io unſubſtantially combined, that, like all. 


things deficient in ſymmetry and harmony, it cannot long. 
fubſſt entire, but muſt eventually be duorganized, = 


' finallybe cruſhed by its own weight. 


If too you compare the condition of the people of that, 
reſſed diſtracted country, with that of the inha- 
bitants of Great Britain, how greatly will you triumph: 
in our happineſs, proſperity, and fregdom, and how, 
juſtly will you exult in the reflection, that our abhor-- 
rence of French principles has ſaved us from being ex- 
poſed to the ſame calamities and the ſame ſcenes of, 
anarchy, injuſtice, cruelty, and bloodſhed, which you. 
know to have been exhibited upon that extenſive theatre 
during the greater part of the laſt nine years! = 


II the armies of France have been every where i- 


umphant, its navy has been ſo ſubdued and cruſhed as to. 
be long fince either diſabled or intimidated from con- 
nog with us upon the ocean; its trade, once ſo con- 
ſiderable, is now no more - the opulent nobility, whoſe, 

wants, whether real or imaginary, gave bread to thou- 
ſands, are diſperſed and exiled the manufactures, eſpe - 
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French ſupplied al the wealthy nations'of the globe, 1 | 


Jong fince gone to decay—agriculture languithes and 
Selk the ſhuttle has been oe. d for the 
muſket, and the plough-ſhare for the ſabre. Roquiſition 
after requiſition has torn the huſband from his wife, the 
father from his children, and the labarious fans from the 
infirm and parent ; and they have been ſent either 
to be ſlain in the field by men with whom they have never 
been at emnity, or ſurvive only to be tainted by the vices of 

a ferocious and diſlolute banditti ; their habits of induſtry 
are deſtroyed; their reliſh for domeſtic life is corru ; 
and inſtead of returning to the loom and the vineyard, they 
abandon themſelves to the moſt vicious practices, em- 

brace the profeſſion of robbers, and ſubſiſt by plundering 

and ſlaughtering their fellou- ſubjects. The public 

opinion is more watched, and the public cenſure more 
ſeverely puniſhed now than even under the old and. 
abhorred ſyſtem of ſpies and informers ; and ſuch are 


the reſtrictions upon the preſs, that the Journals 


at all adverſe to the meaſures of the Directory have 
been ſuppreſſed; and if the French newſpapers were 
to arraign the conduct of their rulers in any degree 
approaching the latitude which ſome of our democratic 
editors permit themſelves, their preſſes would inſtantly. 
be ſeized, and their conductors puniſhed in the ned 


exemplary manner; for the deſpots of France well 


know, that the preſs was one of the great inſtruments by. 


which government was ſubverted, and their own power 


eſtabliſhed, and they are determined that it ſhall nat be 
converted to the purpoſes of their overthrow. All con- 
fidential intercourſe is deſtroyed, and the focial virtues,. 

which the French poſſeſſed in fo high a degree, as 
frequently to ſerve as a veil over their numerous vices 
and Jefelts, are fled before terror and ſuſpicion, and a 
long train of comfortleſs and gloomy paſſions. 4 


If ſuch, then, be the ſituation of all the countries in: 
Europe that have ſubmitted to the ſcourge of the Re- 
publicans, and if ſuch -and- ſo. calamitous be the condi-- 
tion of the conquerors themſelves, what a grand. and 
noble figure do we exhibit to ſurrounding nations, ſtand». 
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—— not to. ſubmit to the will of the enemy, 


bravely reſolving to ſacrifice every comfort in ſupport ß 


our religion and our liberties, and {till enjoying all thoſe - 
bleſſings of which other countries have in ſo ſhort a 


period been bereaved! Our trade and manufactures, 


though not carried to that extent which a continuation. 
of peace would have enſured them, ſtill “ proudly. 
« flouriſh through the ſtate,” and far ſurpaſs the com- 
mercial enterprizes and ſucceſſes of any ather nation in 
the world, Agriculture, far from languiſhing duri 

the war, has been purſued with unexampled. vigour and- 
proſperity ; all our public inſtitutions continus to thrive - 
under the unremitting aſſiduity of their governors, and 


the ceaſeleſs 22 of the public; and the national 


benevolence has been moſt nobly diſplayed in the ſur- 
ceflive and ample ſubſcriptions for the relief of our 
wounded ſailors and ſoldiers, and for the benefit of the 
widows and orphans of thoſe who have fallen whilſt 
hghting the battles of their country. Our iſlands in 
eft Indies have been ſecured, and augmented by 
thoſe of the enemy; our poſſeſſions in America have 
continued unmoleſted ; our extenſive and valuable ter- 
ritories. in the Eaſt Indies have 1 
found tranquillity; the rock of Gibraltar deſies the 
power of Spain, and we have increaſed our foreign paſs. 2? 
ſeſſions by the conqueſt of eſtabliſhments in Aſia and in 
Africa, whoſe worth will be duly eſtimated whenever | 
the proper period for negotiation ſhall arrive, We- 


have indeed condeſcended twice to ſend. an embaſlador 


to France, for. the purpoſe of endeavouring to reſtore- 
peace and tranquillity to Europe; but it was the con- 
deſcending act of a great and powerful nation, deſirous: 
of putting a ſtop to the eſtuſion of human blood, and 


not the humble ſuit of a either doubtful of their 
own. ſtrength, or fearful of that of the enemy, 


e ſupplicating prayer of a country de- 


| nor yet 
ſdolated by war, impoveriſhed by plunder, terrified at 


approaching danger, aud trembling under the uplifted. 
knife of an unrelenting — The intercougſe: 
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ſuſpicion; and the charms of ſociety remain uncon- 


trouled by terror; our wives and daughters ſleep wich- 
* 


out apprehenſion of being diſturbed e violator or 
the Ahn, and our property is ſecured by mild and 
well-diſpenſed laws Aale the p 

private oppreſſor. Each individual enjoys as great a 
portion of civil and religious liberty as is neceſlary to 
the oy «car of man and compatible with the ſafet 
of the | 
its purity and vigour ; for the greateſt and moſt opu- 


lent man in the country is, equally with the meaneſt 
and moſt indigent, amenable to the laws, if he tranſ- 


greſs them.; and perſons of the moſt obſcure birth may, 


and frequently do, by their talents and merits, arrive at- 


the greateſt offices in church and ſtate, and by their 


ſervices in the army and navy obtain the 1 IF 


and diſtinctions for themſelves and their poſterity. 


Doubtleſs there are defects, and even great defects, in 
our laws, and manifold abuſes in the various departments 
and branches of our conſtitution and government, ſuch 
4 — and ſuch. 
zs muſt in the courſe of time, and by the changes in 


as are incidental to all human eſtabli 


manners and cuſtoms, attach to the beſt imagined conſti- 


tutions, and the wiſeſt of all ſublunary regulations. But 


"when the enemy is at the gates, would you employ your 
time in diſcuſſing the plans of viſionary reformers, or is 
it a ſeaſon to wrangle aniongſt ourſelves about the mode 
of redrefling imperfections, whoſe duration has hitherto 
occaſioned no material detriment to the conſtitution, 
and which are not likely to be rendered incurable by a 


temporary — of the remedies that may afterwards be 


thought neceſſary ? Sure þ am, that you will coincide 


in opinion with me, that the period moſt ſuited to the 
examination of real and pretended grievances, is that 
when we ſhall ceaſe to be engaged in an arduous and 
intereſting conteſt, and when all ranks and deſcriptions 


of ſubjects ſhall be at liberty to attend to the propoſals 
of thoſe. who wiſh to rectify the errors in the conſtitu- 
tion by prudent and temperate applications, without re- 

ing to the dangerous and violent preſcription of ra- 


ublic depredator and the 


ngdom ; equality of rights flouriſhes here in all 


With | 


= 


EY YT SECT) 


—S OO WY TY 


1 


I have obſerved with no ſmall degree of pain, that it 


E TS NY 


icture of our ſituation, and with reaſon will you glory 


in contraſting it with the humbled ſtate of the ſeveral 
nations upon the continent, whoſe melancholy condition 


has been deſcribed to you. What folly would it there» 
fore be to yield to the exorbitant demands of our invete- 
rate and ambitious enemies! What madneſs would it 


be to give ear to thoſe who repreſent the kingdom as 


undone, unleſs we at once proceed to the adoption of 
revolutionary maxims and radical reform ? And what 


weakneſs is there in deſponding, whilſt the veſſel of 


the ſtate is compoſed of ſuch ſound materials, and whilſt 
ſo many able hands are determined to prevent her fr 

ſtriking upon the quickſands of democracy, and to ſhield 
her from the broadſides and batteries of foreign and 


bas lately become the practice of certain evil-minded 
rſons to attempt to undermine every good principle, 
by inſtilling into the minds of the lower c 


is no future ſtate, and no ſupreme being to whom an 
account is to be given of our actions here below; and 


that conſequently, if they can but guard againſt the ma- 
giſtrate and the executioner, they need not heſitate to 
commit the moſt atrocious actions. I am told that theſe 
doctrines are promulgated at village clubs by ſchool- 


maſters and others, whoſe education ſets them above the 
multitude, and who, being reſtrained oy ſalutary laws 
from openly preaching the doctrine of inſur 


the hope that they ſhall the more eaſily urge the vicious 
and the pliant to the commiſſion of revolutionary crimes, 
and to the ſubverſion of that government which has ſo 
wiſely checked the prog of thoſe enemies to ſubord i- 
nation and morality, 
of yau have been ue contaminated by theſe peſti - 


lential 2 that you will hold faſt to our eſta - 


With pleaſure will you contemplate this unvarniſhed * 


aſſes of people, 
that no confidence is to be placed in holy writ, that there 


5 rection, now 
endeavour to accompliſh their ſiniſter deſigns by vilify= _ 
ing religion, and denying a ſtate of retribution, with 


ut I truſt, my friends, that none 


1 


\ 


* 


enſures both r preſent and your future happineſs ;- 
that you will diligently frequent the houſe of God; and 


that you will carefully avoid the ſociety, and watch the 
practices of thoſe who have been heard to debaſe reli- 


gion, and who attempt to impreſs their dangerous no- 


tions upon the flexible minds of the young and the un- 


| diſcerning, 


* "The worthippars of Revalution and Tauality have - 


alſo endeavoured, and are ſtill endeavouring, to bring 
about their great work, by inſpiring you with diſeſteem 
of your ſuperiors, and by animating you to treat with 
diſteſpect thoſe who are placed iu the moſt conſpicuous 
ſtations in church and ſtate ; they would perſuade you to 
dereſt, as inftrumeais and ſupporters of deſpotiſm, the: 


brave and loyal officers ſerving in our army and our | 
navy; and they affect to hold up to ridicule thoſe diſtinc- 


tions and honours which are conferred as the rewards 
of merit and of ſervices. I have obſerved many of theſe: 
falſe principles inculcated in ſundry cheap pyblications,, 
which are carefully and induſtriouſly diſperſed through. 


the 2 provinces ans the moſt — hag and. 
as fables, e morous ſhort a 
ns ys, and caſe 


poetry are made che vehicles of theſe poiſonous 
maxims, they are peruſed by all ranks of people, and 
| ſometimes imbibed by. thoſe who look not beyand:the: 


ſurface, and who are unwittingly led aſtray, and finally. 


enſnared by doctrines. from which they would _ 
have ſhrunk, had they been at firſt aware of thai evi 

tendency and of the diſloyal intentions of the editors. 
But the generality of Britons are too enlightened as well 
as too juſt to wiſh that all ranks of people ſhould be re- 


duced to the ſame common. level; that nobles ſhould be 


ſtripped of thoſe titles which were beſtowed upon their 
anceſtors for illuſtriqus ſervices to the country ; or that 
men ſhould be plundered of their property, either de- 
volved to them by inheritance or acquired — their own. 


induſtry and abilities ; you are not to be taught that the. 


rich and the poor are mutually neceſlary to. each other ;. 
chat in every; government, republican as well as monar- 
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ich | <bicah there muſt be various diſtinctions both in rank 
ls 3 and property; and that equality is ſo impracticable that 
and it cannot, nor ever did, ſubſiſt, even in the rudaſt and 


nd | moſt favage tribes and nations | | 
li” | Would to God that the conduct of many of us did | 
un- not afford ſome ground for that diſreſpect with which the 4 
1 ſowers of ſedition are ſo anxious to inſpire you ; that 
= ſomewhat more judgment was uſed in the beſtowal of 4 
8 hereditary honours ; and that many of the clergy and no- 4 


bility did not by their licentiouſneſs, arrogance, and open 
. defizncs of decency and good manners, draw upon them- 
ith, ſelves that general contempt and diſlike which are the 
ſure conſequences of ſuch behaviour ! But becauſe ſome 


gr undeſerving perſons haye been advanced to dignities, to 
the which nothing but their wealth or parliamentary in- 
aur | dereſt could give them any claim, and becauſe there are 
vu ſome in all ranks who merit our cenſure and diſeſteem, 


ada you are too candid to extend your ſcorn to all the higher 
* claſſes without diſtinction, but you will the rather honour 
and reſpect thoſe amongſt us in every profeſſion and 


= Ration, who act with propriety, decency, and civility to- 
— wards all men, Neither will you be perſuaded to view 
aſp - with averſion thoſe of your countrymen, who wear the 
1 honourable badges of naval and mi ny authority; you | 
ind are too liberal and too ſenſible to diſlike men merely 
the: becauſe they wear a red coat or a blue one; and you 


ll are too juſt to think that they are appointed for arbi» 
*. trary purpoſes and the ſubverſion of your rights; you will, 
— on the contrary, reſpect them on account of the gen. ral 


_ goodnels of their conduct, and you will doubtleſs entertain 
ell the higheſt opinion of the numerous gentlemen of diſtin- 
* guiſhed birth and extenſive poſſeſſions, who have been the 


be | foremoſt to encounter danger and repel the alſaults of the 
enemy. Vu will not fail to obſerve, that honours and diſtine- 
hat tions ate inſtituted as incentives to great and meritorious 


actions, and that they contribute to produce that emulation 

de- : ang , . 

. which lcads to ſucceſs in the various enterprizes of man- 
| Kind; they are not excluſively appropriated to any pri- 

the. . | 0 | 

_ vileged orders, or any particular caſt of perſons ; but a 

wk well know that we may all of us attain them by diſtin- 

cal. . | Ps guiſhed 
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tion of our ſeveral talents and abilities. 


Pe Tthave little doubt but that the French will ttompe = 


the execution of their plan of invaſion upon ſome part of 

this or of the ſiſter kingdom; nor is it any ſlander uf 
the Directory to ſuppoſe, that next to the conqueſt of 

this iſland, they are deſirous of diſpoſing of ſome of their 


numerous armies, either amo the billows of the 


ocean, or under the arm of Britiſh valour and intrepidity. 
But the moſt timid need entertain no apprehenſions of 


tze ſucceſs of their ſenſeleſs enterprize ;. for if it be pro- 


bable that their tranſports ſhould eſcape the vigilance of 
our numerous cruizers, and that their ſhips of war ſhould 


avoid a conflit—to them inevitably deſtructive with 


| our brave and well-appointed ſquadrons, it is ſcarcely poſ- 
(ible for them to land unperceived upon any part of this 
- populous ifland, or to diſembark their troops and the va» 


rious implements of war without the utmoſt difficulty and 


danger. 80 alert are our ſoldiers, fo well-guarded are 


our coaſts, and ſuch excellent precautions have been 


taken by thoſe who preſide over us, that an enemy endea- 
vouring to land would inſtantly be attacked by a formida- 
ble _ 

diſciplined and gallant troops, who would be ſupported 
by an hoſt of peaſantry eager to teſtify their loyalty and 
their abhorrence of revolutionary intruders, But allow- 
ing that it were poſſible for a powerful army to be 
waſted acroſs the channel unperceived and unmoleſted, 
and to land upon our coaſts without annoyance, I would 
afl you, how they are to be ſupplied for any length of 
time with proviſions, and how they are to make any pro- 
greſs in a country with which they are wholly unac- 
quainted, and where at every ſtep they would be haraſſed 
by new difficulties, and expoſed to the onſets of inereaſ- 
ing numbers. The farther they proceeded, the greater 


2 would they incur ; and though I acknowledge that 
the 7 


French have fought with bravery, and have over- 
come a great variety of obſtacles, yet I ſee no reaſon why 


eur countrymen ſhould not fight with equal valour, and 


why that valour ſhould not become ſuperior, when we 


* conſider 
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hed ſervices in different profeſſions, and by the exer- 
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well-ſcrved artillery, and by large bodies of well. 
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bonſider that we are a free people, fighting for our reli- 
gion, our liberties, our families, and our comforts; and 
+: 4 not contending, like the ſoldiers of ſome countries, ſur 

| the maintenance of a cauſe in which they have but little 

rt of intereſt, or, like the armies of France, for the accompliſh. - 
| ment of the wild and unjuſt projects of a fewarbitrary andi 
2 ambitious deſpots. It is not, therefore, from a ſpirit of 
heir vain- glory, that I would inſpire you with a firm conſi- 
the KF dence, that a French army, ſo landed, muſt, in a ſhort 
lity. time, be vanquiſhed and exterminated. 2 5 


s of : r 

ro- When I conſider what a numerous body of forces is 

e of requiſite for the attack even of a ſmall iſland, what ad» 

auld vantages the iſlanders always retain over the-invaders, 

vith the countleſs variety and quantity of articles to be pre- 

bo- pared and embarked for the maintenance of the troops 

this and the purpoſes of war ſuch as artillery, ammunition, 

va- tents, proviſions, medicines, arms, horſes, and clothing z 

and when I reflect upon the time employed in embarkation, 

are upon the dangers incurred by the violence of the winds 

een and the fury of the waves, upon the improbability of ſuch 

ea · an armada traverſing the Channel unſeen by our 

da- cruizers, and unmoleſted by our fleets, and upon the in- 

ell- numerable difficulties attending the debarkation of ſuch 

ted an army, and, above all, when I recollect the impoſſibi- | 

and lity experienced by ourſelves of maintaining our ground I 

W- in an enemy 's country, both in former wars and durin 3 
be the preſent conteſt, when we were ſupported by a 

ed, powerful diverſion in our favour ; when, I fay, I paſs in 

uld review all theſe and many other reaſons, of which it is 

of unneceſſary to remind you, I cannot help perſuading my» 

ro- ſelf, that if the Directory ſhould attempt to execute their 

ac- project of invaſion, it is partly with a view to force us to 

led 'eep up an expenſive armament, but chiefly with the leſs 

al. juſtifiable intention of ridding themſelves of men, fer 

ter whom they are unable to provide, and whoſe indig- 

hat nation might prove deſtructive of their authority, 

er- | 

ty | Prepared as we are, we can have nothing to fear from 

nd | their attempts; and having in a former war withſtood all 


we | the efforts of ſeveral united powers, we need not now de- 2 
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1 
our adverſary 


to ve are upon al ccounts b well ent | 


c 17 is not fat me to enquire: nc the caſes and origi 
of the war, nor is it the ſeaſon to enter into the difcu | | 
ſion ef a queſtion, about whieh the opinions 5 
wiſeſt men have been divided, it is ſufficient that we " 
now compelled to carry on the conteſt in our — 
fence by the haughty conduct and inadmiſſible demands 
of the enemy; nor can 1 or party reaſons 
| _ any man in, withholding that aid, which it is 
bounden duty, ac well as his intereſt, to afford, in 
the mode moſt conducive to the welfare of his country, 


aſſaults, and firm in our determinations never to ſubmit 
to the dictates, of a treacherous and ambitious foe— — 
Let us check the buen of thoſe principles which have 
cauſed ſo much bloodſhed, miſery, and injuſtice in 
other parts of Europe Let us — to ſtop the 
career of luxury, diſſipation, vice, and infidelity—Lgt us 
iet bounds to our deſires, and limits to our ons 
and let us enſure reciprocal eſteem and reſpect by in- 
3 duſtry, temperance, and decorum, and by the exerciſe of 
© * thoſe virtuous qualities which, contribute to the en- 
Joyment of ſocial and domeſtic happineſs, and to the 
nnn of our future felicity, 


WS 80 ſhall our Fame yet flouriſh amongſt nations; ſo 

mall we merit the protection of Providence, and the 
_— continuance of all the bleſſings we have ſo long poſ- 
ö * ſeſſud 3 and ſo ſhall the name of Briton be mentioned 
RE with-reſpedt in this age, and regaryed with weren 
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Let us then be unanimous in our efforts wo repalhs 1 
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